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Subject:
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Our Vision
Faculty Vision
The MFL Faculty teaches French and German. We aim to create and develop enthusiastic and
successful learners. Students who study languages at NGHS should be curious about the world
around them and enjoy learning about how that world is shaped by languages and the people who
use them. We are committed to establishing a learning environment that encourages students to
feel confident about taking risks and developing informed opinions about the world around them.
Students will have opportunities to independently extend their skills beyond the classroom and
therefore prepare for life where they belong in a global market place. All students will be offered
the opportunity to visit France or Germany and will have the opportunity to practice the language
in authentic environments, and will be offered several opportunities to find out about how learning
a language can be useful for their further study or careers. Furthermore all students will have contact
with a native speaker of German for the whole of the summer term. Fundamentally, our team want
to inspire, foster and nurture a love of foreign languages and a greater respect for the cultural
appreciation of the countries in which they are spoken.
Curriculum Intent
At KS3, students study a wide range of topics with the aim of providing a foundation of vocabulary
and grammatical structures; alongside this they are continually learning the skills to read articulately,
write with fluency and speak with confidence. We feel that KS3 should be a comfortable, yet
challenging introduction to the study of Languages. We are always adapting our schemes of learning
to make them relevant to the world and local environment the students come from. The passion
and belief of the Faculty ensures that students enjoy their Language lessons and all make excellent
progress from their starting points. Whilst we cover the National Curriculum, we believe it is
important to go beyond this to instil a love of our subject and we try to use cultural realia (songs,
films, literature, geographical and historical references) in many of our lessons. Our students are
offered many opportunities to work creatively, for example writing comic strips, imaginative writing
and speaking, puppet shows to show off their non-linguistic talents alongside the languages they
learn. All Year 7 students may enter the Foreign Language Spelling Bee for either French or German
or both languages, which begins at a class level and goes through school level to regional and national
levels. Year 8 students may enter the United Kingdom Linguistics Olympiad in February which gives
an enjoyable insight into the study of linguistics.
At KS4, we study the AQA syllabus for both French and German and students may choose to
continue one or both languages. We are always looking for ways to engage with higher education
to promote further study as well as ways to use Modern Foreign Languages creatively to give a
genuine of experience of real-world use. We have close links with outreach teams at both Oxford
and Aston Universities. We have entered teams of students into competitions with Business
Language Champions where they have worked alongside staff from GCHQ and the National Space
Academy. Year 9 students may also enter the UKLO mentioned above.
At KS5, students following the AQA syllabus in both languages continue to study a wide variety of
cultural and social topics as well as building on their lexical and grammatical structures, and their
ability to speak spontaneously on a range of themes. As in KS3 and KS4 we expose learners
regularly to works of cultural significance, particularly in the close study of a film and novel, which
we begin at the end of Y12. This is regularly supplemented with online textbooks, Youtube
videos, news articles, podcasts etc.

Curriculum Sequencing Rationale & Implementation
The order in which modules of language are taught are designed to create a “building blocks”
approach to the knowledge and skills students need in order to build a broader understanding of
how the language works and how to use it. In German the teaching of pronunciation, vocabulary
building and grammar begins ab initio, despite some students having had some foreign language
experience at KS2. Reading and listening for gist is taught to enable students to pick out key
messages from an authentic text or from a recording.
KS3:
The topics in the curriculum differ for each language. In German we follow Echo Express text book.
Our introduction to Languages in Y7 includes a robust teaching of basic grammatical structures and
syntax covering areas that students are living every day (family life, home, school, sport). In Y8 we
build on the basic grammatical elements taught in Y7 and extend this to cover further skills to
include past and future tenses as well as ways to extend sentences using connectives, time markers
and intensifiers. For example, students in y7 are unable to master the present tense until they are
familiar with pronouns, and then cannot understand formation of the past tense in y8 without
knowledge of the present tense. Word order is practised in Y7 German but continues to be built
upon in Y8 which leads to students finally mastering subordinating conjunctions and extended
infinitives.
KS4:
The topics in the curriculum are the same for each language. In German we follow Stimmt text
book, supplementing this with additional resources.
Having completed the full KS3 national curriculum by the end of Year 8, students commence GCSE
courses in Year 9. In the topic Die Medien in y9 German, students build on and expand their learning
and knowledge of the past tense from KS3. This leads smoothly into comparing the past and present
along with the introduction of the imperfect tense when comparing and contrasting technologies
and lifestyles past and present. Having developed this foundation of past tenses and descriptive work
students are then able to enhance their written and spoken language ,with the introduction of the
future and conditional tenses, and move smoothly between 3 or 4 tenses. This is all further
developed in y10 when the conditional is revised and the subjunctive introduced. In the topic
Freizeit fuer alle in Y10 students add to their existing knowledge of vocabulary the latest trends in
hobbies and add the conditional tense and start to expand using ‘wenn’. Through the topic of travel
and holidays in year 11, the conditional is revised and we encounter the pluperfect, enabling them
to reach the higher levels. This knowledge is then further enhanced by using the subjunctive in
wenn clauses and an introduction to the passive voice for identification purposes however some of
the more able students are then in a position to begin using the passive in their writing to further
their access to the higher grades.
KS5:
The topics and grammar content in the curriculum vary for each language. In both languages we use
Hodder and Oxford text books and students have access to an online text book for individual
practice. All students including those who join us for the 6th form from other establishments will
be expected to have a thorough knowledge of all the grammatical structures met by our students
in KS3 and KS4.
The A level course provides a detailed insight into German- speaking culture for example through
the study of customs and traditions in German-speaking countries and through the study of a film
Goodbye Lenin and a novel ‘ Der Vorleser’ both of which have elements of a uniquely German
history. In the theme ‘Aspects of political life in the German speaking world’ the topic ‘Die
Wiedervereinigung’ which the students have encountered in the film, is studied in more detail.
All key stage 4 grammar is revised and the passive voice and the subjunctive (which were touched
upon in year 11) is dealt with in more depth. The use of the subjunctive in reported speech is
covered.
Individual research skills are furthered through the Individual Research Project where students are
encouraged to follow their own interests.
For specific information relating to the content of the curriculum in each year group, opportunities
for wider personal development and enrichment and ways for parents to support their daughter in
her learning within this subject, please see the Learning Overviews on our website.

