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A 
t what is the end of the longest autumn term 

both of us can remember in our careers(!) we 
would like to start by recognising the 

commitment and achievements of all of our students 

both formatively in lessons but also of our Year 11s in 
their recent mock exams. Where students have done 

well they should feel very pleased, but similarly they must 

show resolve and resilience to revisit any areas where 

they have struggled. As ever, there is lots of support 
available for students in all year groups from our hard-

working staff and this continues in January! 
 

Attendance this term has been much improved on the 

pandemic years. Our school has a very high 97% target 

and, as of last week, we note that a third of our 

students has exceeded this with 100% attendance 
this term and over 80% have met the national 

attendance target. Thank you to everyone for valuing the 

importance of attendance at school. 
 

This week’s Carol Service was simply outstanding. 

With around 80 students taking part in various 

ensembles, St Nicholas’s Church was packed. Thank you 
to everyone who attended and particularly to Mrs 

Chapman for all her hard work in preparing our many 

ensembles. There is so much musical talent within our 

school and we have received a few complimentary emails 
this week about the success of this important evening. 
 

Today marks the departure of two valued colleagues. Mr 

Andy Heighway joined the Maths faculty in 2016 and is 
returning to the independent sector. A man of few 

words, he is not frequently found chatting in the staff 

room; preferring to commit his lunchtimes to helping 
students, mostly in the upper school, to improve their 

mathematical knowledge. A talented mathematician, Mr 
Heighway has taught maths from year 7 to Further Maths 

A-level and STEP level (beyond A-level). He has always 

been willing to get involved in charity events such as the 

recent ‘I’m a Celebrity’ and staff vs. student sports 
matches over the years. We wish him every success in 

his new Head of Department post. In January, Mrs L 

Roberts will become Head of Maths/Computing and we 

welcome Mr O Green who joins us from a school in 
Walsall where he teaches maths from Year 7 to A-level. 

Students know already if they have timetable changes. 
 

Mrs Lisa Kearne recently received her twenty-year 
long service award to NGHS but has made the decision 

to mark this milestone in a different way by retiring at 

Christmas! As our Economics specialist, Mrs Kearne has 

mostly taught sixth form classes, but has also taught 
critical thinking, Year 7 IT and A-level Business in her 

career. She has also been our EPQ Lead and has seen 

many cohorts through the popular Young Enterprise 
programme. Serving as our staff’s union rep. and rising to 

the position of Local Officer, I particularly appreciated 

the opportunity to work with Mrs Kearne during the 

pandemic in navigating the maze of regular challenges 
imposed on schools. I know retirement will not mean 

‘stop’ to Mrs Kearne and we wish her every success in 

her future endeavours. In January, Mr P Bentley joins 

us from Oswestry School to teach Economics and 
Computing. We also intend to offer A-level Business 

Studies as an additional subject from September 2024 to 

further increase our sixth form offer. 
 

Our Year 7 students recently enjoyed their trip to the 

Panto. Mr Wade didn’t enjoy it as much as they did 

owing to some cream pies that came in his direction (!)
We have also raised £1200 for Newport Foodbank as 

a result of our Winter Jumper Day and a retiring 

collection at the Carol Service. We will present a cheque 

to the team at NFB in January. Thanks for your support. 
 

At the end of this long term, we thank you, parents/

carers, for your support and hope that you have an 
enjoyable break. For families who celebrate the festive 

season, may we wish you a Merry Christmas.  We also 

wish everyone a peaceful and prosperous New Year. We 

return to school on Monday 8 January at 8.50am. If 
there’s anything we need to urgently know about during 

the break, please use the urgent email address below. 
 

With every good wish,   Mr Scott & Miss Webster 

Miss Webster (Head of School) & Mr Scott (Executive Head) 



 

We’ve made it to the end of the 

first full term, and it’s been a 
busy one: we’ve welcomed the 
new Year 7s and Year 12s, the 

Year 11s made it through their 
mocks and Year 13 have sent off 
their university applications, 

with many already receiving 
offers for a number of courses.  
 

Last week was also the annual Cheshire Oaks 

shopping trip, but the highlight of the half term 
has to be House Music. It was incredible to see 
all the talent we have here at NGHS. Well done 

to everyone who participated for all your hard 
work, and congratulations Seacole for a well-
deserved win.  
 

The school has been getting into the festive spirit 
these past couple of weeks, with Christmas jump-
er day, and the much anticipated Christmas din-

ner. I hope everyone has a chance to relax this 
Christmas break, and we look forward to seeing 
you all next year. Until then, have a very merry 

Christmas and happy New Year!   

Swara & The Head Girl Team 

 It was beautiful to see such an 

amazing range of talent and to see 

the students thoroughly enjoying 

the event too. It's huge testament 

to the passion and talent of the 

teaching staff who put so much 

time and effort in to make the 

event so special. Such a lovely way 

to end the term…. 

Parent comment about our Carol Service 

(one of many received this week...) 

Thank you! 

In October, following National Poetry Day, we launched the 

NGHS poetry competition. We were really impressed with the 

standard of entries, and would like to thank all of the students who 

entered for their fantastic contributions. After much deliberation, 

we decided on the following winners: 
 

• Year 7 and 8: Diya Das (Austen) 

• Year 9 and 10: Jamie-Lee Johnson (Seacole) 

• Year 11 and Sixth Form: Avani Agarwal (Roddam) 
 

The winning poems were impressive, and demonstrated a careful 

understanding of poetic form.  
 

Mrs S Tomkinson (Joint Acting Head of English) 









 

  FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 
   

  Maths & Computing  

For the last two weeks, we’ve been learning about polar coordinates 

in Year 13 Further Maths. Polar coordinates are measured with a 

distance, r, from the origin and an angle α made by a fixed line. 
Although we only learn about polar coordinates in 2D, they can also 
be extended into 3D as well! They create amazing graphs that would 
be a lot more complex to decipher in the general Cartesian form, 

which makes our lives a lot easier. Despite it being very abstract, 
there are many real-life applications of polar coordinates, which 
include GPS systems and radars. They are also used in animation, 

engineering and the military. We’ve really enjoyed looking at our prior 
knowledge of coordinates from Year 12 through a completely new 
lens. It’s nice to understand where some of the graphs we’d seen 

before came from and to be able to consolidate our knowledge of 
complex numbers.              

Romaisa A, Year 13 

Polar Coordinates (Y13 FM) 

GCHQ Christmas Challenge 
Last Thursday Mr Heighway’s year 10 students attempted the 

notoriously difficult GCHQ (Government Communications 

Headquarters) Christmas Challenge in their maths lesson, which 

required students to use logic as well as maths to solve the tricky 

problems. According to GCHQ this was their “toughest yet”! The 

students worked in small groups to solve the seven questions plus the 

break the final code. They did incredibly well working together to 

solve the problems, each one more devious than the last. Click on 

the icon below to see some of the puzzles that were tested , 

think you can solve them..? Well done to Megan and Isla who managed 

to crack the code just in time although many others were very close. 

Bring on next year’s!             Mr A Heighway 

https://www.nghs.org.uk/assets/2023-GCHQ-Christmas-Challenge.pdf


 

  FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 
   

  Maths & Computing  

Record Numbers in Bebras Challenge 
 

A record number of students (68), took part in the Bebras Challenge this year. Pictured above, are 11 of the 17 

students who were awarded a gold certificate for outstanding performance. They had to do as many logical 

challenges within forty minutes as they could. Bebras had said to inform the participants that they will not be able 

to finish all the challenges, but NGHS being NGHS, many of our students finished them all! Those above, as well as 

other students with a very high score, will be invited onto the Oxford University Computing Challenge in the new 

year. Best in each category were: Elites: Leana S, Seniors: Yuthika G, Inters: Skyla M, Juniors: Saanvi R. Very well 

done to all who participated, it was an excellent turnout, with many who do not take Computer Science able to 

exercise their logical skills.                  Mr M Ley (Teacher of Computing) 

Algebraic Quadratics 
 

Mrs Wallace’s Y10 group have been 

putting their algebraic quadratic skills 

to the test by learning how to use 

this knowledge to sketch quadratic 

graphs and identify the important 

features. They even challenged 

themselves further by finding the 

equation of the quadratic by using 

the provided graph. 



 

  FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 
   

  Maths & Computing  

On Friday 8 December, avid year 11 & 12 

mathematicians took a trip down to Bletchley Park. 

After an early start, we were ready to meet a group of 

eager teachers at the school by 7am. The journey there 

flew by and in no time at all we found ourselves stood 

outside the gates of Bletchley park.  We started off by 

being split into groups of about 10 with each group 

being given a map of the park. Our group initially had 

some time to explore the grounds by ourselves, whilst 

other groups began with a guided tour or their 

workshop.  The main sites of attraction were the 

mansion, the Bombe machine, and Alan Turing’s 

workspace in hut 8 to name a few. We then later re-

joined as one group, ready for a guided tour. Our tour 

guide Ralph brought the park to life with his engaging 

stories and facts about each exhibition and memorial. 

We also watched a film on how the codebreaking at 

Bletchley Park was instrumental in the success of the D-

Day landings. Seeing the work of codebreakers such as 

Alan Turing was not only inspirational but also 

emotional as without them our future could have 

looked very different. After the tour, we were given a 

quick lunch break, as in the afternoon we would be 

trying our hand at some codebreaking. The 

codebreaking activities involved looking at how the 

famous Enigma machine worked and the much more 

complex Lorenz machine, binary addition and 

decrypting hidden messages. It is safe to say we all 

thoroughly enjoyed the day and we are very grateful to 

have had the opportunity to visit such a wonderful 

place.  

Scarlett B & Krystiana C (Year 11)  

Bletchley Park 

Maths Week 

England! 

Monday 13 November 

was the first day of Maths 

Week England. As part of 

this , f ive dif ferent 

mathematical problem 

were displayed around 

the school, testing their 

logical thinking, algebraic 

and reasoning skills. 

These involved solving 

problems about how 

many penguins and 

giraffes were at a zoo, 

finding the best route across a treasure map and figuring out what order the 

Spice Girls would finish in a race. By the end of the week, we had a box full 

of answers, with many pupils attempting all five problems. The pupils 

demonstrated a number of different ways to solve the problems and I was 

very impressed by the high quality of entries.         Mrs L Roberts 



 

  FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 
   

  Maths & Computing  

Earlier this term, 100 sixth form students entered the UKMT Senior Maths Challenge, a 90-

minute national challenge full of tricky maths problems designed to test the best mathematicians in 

the country.  Well done to all who participated. An incredible 41 students achieved a Bronze 

award and 16 achieved a Silver award. Congratulations to S. Vijayakumar who achieved a 

prestigious gold award and best in school. We look forward to the next challenge, the 

Intermediate Maths Challenge on 31 January.                Mrs L Roberts 

Year 7 Panto Visit 
 
On Wednesday 13 December, all of 

NGHS year 7s went to the panto. at 

‘The Place’ Theatre, Oakengates to 

see Treasure Island. We had a thrilling 

experience as we were on the front 

three rows – an area where the cast 

of Treasure Island engaged most with 

the audience. Although, this meant 

most of us were in the target zone for 

being sprayed during their ‘twelve 

days of Christmas’ scene. 

 
One of our teachers, Mr Wade, was our very own star of the show and made all of year seven laugh. It was very 

amusing watching him get pied in the face and have crisps poured over him. These scenes were incredibly funny and 

engaging to watch. Another enjoyable scene was when the actors got most of the school involved: they asked us to 

throw cannon balls at a giant, evil octopus. 

 

This great, exciting trip out was a perfect way to end our first term here at NGHS. Thank you teachers for making 

it possible!  

Philippa G & Charlotte S (Year 7) 



Carol Service 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Carol Service 

at St Nicholas Church on Tuesday. If you would like to hear 

our marvellous Senior Choir perform ‘And So It Goes’ by 

Billy Joel, please click on the button below. 

 

Click on this box to hear a  

recording of ‘And So It Goes’ 

https://www.nghs.org.uk/assets/New-Recording-92.mp3


On Wednesday, some Year 7s went to a football 

game against Charlton. The year sevens that went 

from 7N were Freya R, Megan, Izzy and Azra. From 

7G there was Elodie, Evie D and Olivia. From 7H 

there was Ramen, Mia and from 7S there was Lydia 

and Alisha. We won 2-0; Ramen scored our first 

goal in the first half. Then in the second half Megan 

scored the second goal. However we had lots of 

other chances on goal. Izzy played in goal and made 

some great saves considering it was her first time in 

goal! Everyone played amazing and put in 110% and 

didn’t give up! Well done Year 7s! Player of the 

match was Freya R!          Freya R (Y7) 

Well done to Fay Jackson (Y8) for 

achieving Youth Girls Champion and 

U14 Girls Champion in track cycling at 

the Newcastle Velodrome. This 

included competing in springs, Kieran 

and Team pursuits. 

Also congratulations to to Amala (Y7), 

Amelia & Teyana (Y8) and Lara (Y10) 

for competing in Cheer Athletics 

Telford where 

they won a 

n u m b e r  o f 

a w a r d s  o n 

S a t u r day  9 

December. Student  

Successes! 

 I am so proud of every single year 7 player who took part in their first ever competitive football game for NGHS on 

Wednesday. Every single player worked hard throughout the whole game and put in 110%. The whole team made some 
excellent passes and communicated well with one another. I am looking forward to see who NGHS will play in round 2 
after the New Year. Special thanks goes to Izzy who nominated herself to go in goal and kept a clean sheet and made some 

excellent goal kicks to clear her lines. Player of the match was Freya, who played in defence and was strong throughout, 
making some superb challenges and continued to use brilliant communication throughout the whole game. Well done.  

Miss R Saunders, Director of Sport 





NGHS PASTORAL TEAM 

WHO’S WHO? 
 

 

At NGHS, the safety of students, staff  and visitors 

is our top priority.  Students can speak to ANY 

member of staff about any concerns, but there are 
certain colleagues with additional training to support 
you in pastoral and safeguarding matters. 

Mr M J Scott 

Executive Head, Deputy DSL 

Mrs F Davenport 

Pastoral Support, Deputy DSL 

Mrs H Birch 

Assistant Head, DSL 

(on maternity leave) 

Miss S Webster 

Head of School 

Designated  

Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 

Mrs H Goodall 

Head of Year 7 

Mrs A Chapman 

Head of Year 8 

Mrs K Danby 

Well-being Officer, CSE Lead 

& Safeguarding  

Case Coordinator 

Safeguarding 

Team 

Sixth Form Team 

Miss J Walker 

Head of Year 9 

Ms J Capaldi 

Head of Year 10 

Mrs D Martin 

Head of Year 11 

Miss E Heyes 

Well-Being Officer 

Mrs V Glew 

Administrator 

(Sixth Form) 

Heads of Year 

Mrs K Griffin 

Head of  

Sixth Form 


