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I 
 hope that all of our NGHS families had 
a lovely half term break last week and 

students were able to enjoy some 

downtime. Mr Scott has been away from 

school for the past couple of days leading an 
Ofsted inspection in another school hence 

my introduction for Newport News this week. 
 

We have started the new half term with a busy week. I 
had the pleasure of joining Year 11 on the Geography 

fieldtrip to Carding Mill Valley on Tuesday. With wellies 

and walking boots on, students worked hard to collect 

their data on the changes observed to the river’s width, 
depth, and velocity. Mrs Taylor also had a bit of 

additional exercise when she had to run up to the first 

site at the end of the day because of a lost walking boot!  
 

Our Head Girl Teams have also been hard at work on 

the plans for anti-bullying week which starts on Monday. 

All students are encouraged to wear odd socks with 
their school uniform on Monday as part of this week’s 

activities. We hope that all students will get involved to 

support the Anti-Bullying Alliance in reminding everyone 

that we can bring an end to bullying.  
 

Thursday evening saw us welcome our Year 7 parents 

into school to meet their child’s form tutor. Form tutors 

play a crucial role in our pastoral care within school as 
they see their form each day and are therefore an 

important point of contact for parents during their child’s 

time at NGHS. Thank you to those of you that were able 

to attend and we hope you found the evening helpful. 
 

This morning at 11am, we remembered those who 
tragically lost their lives in World War 1 and also other 

conflicts. We feel it is very important to not only take 

two minutes to reflect on the losses in WW1, but of 

course the current worldwide conflicts. We have talked 
to our students about the need to maintain peace and 

integrity in our interactions with each other. We also 

know some NGHS families have family members who are 

affected by these conflicts.  
 

Today marks our annual Prizegiving Afternoon where we 

celebrate student achievements during the previous 

academic year. We would like to say a huge well done to 
all students that were successful in receiving a prize; they 

should be extremely proud of themselves.  
 

Finally, you can view a letter here from the Statutory 
Director of Public Health regarding vaping that schools 

have been asked to share with parents.  This week’s NN 

also focuses on our PE and PSHE Faculty! 
 

We hope you all have a restful weekend and we would 

like to wish a ‘Happy Diwali’ to all our families who are 

marking this celebration.  
Miss S Webster, Deputy Headteacher 

NGHS is once again delighted to support Telford Christmas Smile (now for the fourth year running). Please consider purchasing 

a Christmas gift for someone in need and bring it to Reception. Thank you in advance for your support. Mr Scott/Mr Pointon. 

https://www.nghs.org.uk/assets/Newport-News/Letter-from-the-Director-of-Public-Health_young-people-vaping.pdf


 

We’ve launched straight back into 

things in this first week after half-
term! With many students greeted 
by assessments upon their return, 

it’s safe to say that we haven’t 
exactly eased ourselves in after the 

week’s break - and we wouldn’t have it any 

other way (although I think I speak for the 
entirety of Year 13 when I say that the 
Christmas holidays can’t come soon enough!) 
 

House music preparations have resumed and 
I’m sure that the excitable buzz around school 
is motivation enough for the Music Captains to 

continue working so hard to get everything 
ready.  
 

Student committees and councils will meet 
next week, so make sure to attend those and 
let your Form representatives know if there’s 

anything you’d like bringing up. It’s an amazing 
opportunity for student involvement, so make 
sure to utilise this avenue to have your voice 

heard! 
 

I hope you have a lovely weekend!  Braeagh 

On Tuesday 7th September, Year 11 Geographers carried out 

fieldwork by visiting Carding Mill Valley to determine whether 

the river followed the Bradshaw Model as it flowed 

downstream. Once we arrived at Carding Mill Valley, we set 

off on a short hike uphill to our first site, which was where 

two tributaries joined the river. Wellies were put on as 

people got in the river ready to measure data such as the 

channel depth, channel width and the size of rocks. As you 

looked around each group, you could see many struggling to 

catch the dog biscuits as they flowed downstream making 

calculating the velocity of the river quite difficult. As more 

groups finished the first data collection, we moved 

downstream to the middle course to do it all over again, 

losing even more dog biscuits in the process! From debating 

over how round or angular the rocks were to chasing dog 

biscuits down the river, data collection for the morning came 

to an end. After lunch, we walked down to the lower course 

of the river and did our final two sites at a quicker pace with 

more people getting in the river before returning back to 

school.             Emily R, Year 11 

FEBSoc 
A new exciting society is starting at NGHS! 

FEBsoc (finance, economics and business 

society) is starting for years 11-13. So, if 

you’re an aspiring entrepreneur, future 

banker or just interested in current affairs, 

come and join us at 1pm in room 101 every 

Tuesday. Also, if any parents or family 

members who work in this sector are 

interested in doing a talk and sharing their 

expertise (either in person or via Teams), 

please contact Mrs Grif f in via 

schooloffice@nghs.org.uk.  

We hope to see you all there!  

Lottie S and Isabella H (Yr12)  

GREEN CAREERS WEEK 

6-11 November 2023 is Green 

Careers Week, providing 

students with an insight into 

careers that specifically protect 

the environment and will help the 

UK achieve its pledge of reaching 

Net Zero by 2050. Young people 

want to be involved in finding 

solutions to our environmental 

challenges, so it's vital that we 

provide opportunities to show 

them how they can play an active 

role within the world of work.  

There is a free guide for parents, 

giving plenty of talking points 

about routes to green careers after GCSE and sixth form. Please 

visit  click on the image on the right to download your copy.  

http://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/whats-next


 

  FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 

  PE & PSHE Faculty 

Last half term, Year 8, 9 and 10 completed a dance 

unit in their PE lessons. Each year group had three 

lessons of teacher taught dance before being split 

into their houses and nominating their dance 

captains. They then had three lessons to 

choregraph a dance routine which they would then 

perform to the rest of the class on their final 

performance lesson.  

 Year 8 focused on three different genres of 

dance such as the Charleston, Disco and 

Rock and Roll.  

 Year 9 focused on musicals and were taught a dance routine to ‘The Greatest Showman’ – ‘Come Alive’.  

 Year 10 focused on street and contemporary.  

 

The standard across each year group was high and every 

group worked incredibly hard, making very difficult to 

judge the dances. The atmosphere and support from the 

other groups whilst they were performing was 

phenomenal. Watching all the dance in the last week of 

half term was a brilliant end to a great unit of dance! The 

long-awaited results can be seen on the right: 

Year  First Second Third 

Year 8 Austen Roddam Seacole 

Year 9 Austen & 

Roddam 
Seacole — 

Year 10 Seacole Austen Roddam 

U13s play at Thomas Telford 
 

On Monday 16 October our U13 football team headed 

over to Thomas Telford to take part in round 2 of the 

ESFA tournament. The girls were all on a high after 

beating Selly Oak in Birmingham 11-0 the previous 

week. As the first half kicked off both teams were 

evenly matched and the girls played some excellent 

football. NGHS supported one another on the pitch 

and their communication was excellent. The midfielders 

linked well with Izzy who was up top and we played 

some great attacking football.  
 

Unfortunately, it was Thomas Telford who found the 

goal first and took a 1-0 lead. Again, as both teams were 

trying to score Esmae, Jess and Megan worked hard in 

defence to keep Thomas Telford from scoring again. 

Just before half time Thomas Telford managed to score 

again to finish the half 2-0 to Thomas Telford. During 

the half time talk NGHS knew they had opportunities 

and they knew they were still in the game. As the 

second half kicked off NGHS was playing the better 

football and Molly, Eve, Isla, Olivia and Izzy played some 

great attacking football. 10 minutes into the second half 

Molly made an excellent run down the line and crossed 

the ball into the box for Izzy to slot home the ball to 

make the score 2-1. NGHS continued to play excellent 

football and they really piled the pressure onto Thomas 

Telford, as NGHS were pushing for their second goal 

unfortunately a kind bounce for Thomas Telford helped 

them score their third goal, to make it 3-1 to Thomas 

Telford. The girls played some excellent football 

throughout the game and I am very proud of every 

single player. Well done NGHS.  



 

  FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 

  PE & PSHE Faculty 

Under 19s County Netball 
This Wednesday saw the U19 counties tournament 

and wow, for Year 13 it was our last county 

tournament and what a result it was… placing us in 

the top two to put us through to regionals in January!  

Playing (and beating) Haberdashers’ Adams, Thomas 

Telford, Shrewsbury Girls High, Shrewsbury School, 

and Oswestry School was no mean feat and I’m so so 

proud of how we have come together as a team over 

the last couple of months. An unfortunate loss against 

current regional title holders and the team ranked 

6th nationally was not necessarily unexpected but we 

didn’t let that deter us and truly gave them a run for 

their money (which they admitted later). Despite 

some nail-biting matches due to some questionable 

passes and interesting ideas of movement, Wednesday 

was a true success in our books which is no-doubt 

down to our new, regular training after school which has helped us gel as a team. Thank you Mrs Martin 

and Mrs Goodall for all of your help and of course Miss Saunders whose support was first class despite 

not truly understanding any of the rules.   Lucy L (Y13). 

On November 8th, the Panthers eagerly waited for the county 

tournament to start. We played 4 intense matches against 

Shrewsbury school, Concord college, William Brookes and 

Adams Grammar.  
 

We had a brilliant start and won our first three matches; the 

girls and I worked as a unit and played some brilliant netball. As 

we approached our final match against William Brookes, we 

were unsure what to expect, we won the first half but as we 

came towards the second half William Brookes crept closer to 

our lead.  
 

Unfortunately, they took the lead by one taking the plate 

home…big shame. Next time Panthers! 

Cheers for Lara! 
 

Congratulations to Lara T 

in Year 10 who has been 

selected for Team England 

Cheer after a pretty 

gruelling trials process. 

She is joining the World 

Cheer Championships in 

Orlando next Easter to 

represent her country. 

This is a huge honour; 

well done Lara! 

Cross Country Success 
 

Cross Country was a great success this year 

for all ages. Despite some athletes going on 

a little detour, the courses were thrilling 

and exhilarating and come rain or shine, we 

persevered and achieved outstanding results 

overall. The support that NGHS gave was 

very motivating and a big thanks for Mrs 

Goodall and Miss Saunders for always being 

there at the start and finish.  

Annie W (Year 8: 2nd Place) 

Philippa G (Year 7: 1st Place) 



Introducing our SPORTS AMBASSADORS... 

 

  FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 

  PE & PSHE Faculty 

Hi I'm Millie, I play netball for central 

warriors U17 NPL and Tibberton            

netball club. I have been playing netball 

since I was 7 and it's my favourite thing 

to do. I'm really excited to be sports 

ambassador this year and am looking 

forward to the year ahead!   (Head 

Sports Ambassador) 

Hi, my name is Tatiana B and I now 

represent NGHS as the deputy netball 

ambassador. I help out with lunch time 

practices while also involving myself in 

the school netball matches and 

tournaments. My external team is 

Tibberton where I train and play a few 

times a week.   

Hi I'm Eve I play Football for Allscott 

Devs which is in a women's league, as I 

chose not to play under 18s this season 

as I wanted a new challenge. For 

Allscott I play centre mid which I’m 

thoroughly enjoying and cannot wait for 

the rest of the season.   

Hi NGHS, my name is Recheal B and I 

am one of the sports ambassadors for 

this school, I play for AFC Telford 

u17/18s and I am running football club 

at lunch time on Thursdays for all to 

join!   

Hi my name is Aimee and I am the 

deputy sports ambassador for athletics. 

I am part of Telford athletics club and I 

have competed nationally for cross 

country. I look forward to be helping 

out at fixtures and getting involved!  

Hey, I'm Kumi! I'm a freestyle footballer 

and also a footballer for Whitchurch 

Alport Ladies. I hope to start a freestyle 

football club for you soon, so if you're 

interested please come along! I look 

forward to seeing you getting involved 

in all sports at NGHS, and maybe even 

trying a new one! :) 

My name is Eva and I am the sport 

ambassador for swimming. I am part of 

Wrekin College swimming club and 

have competed at a county and regional 

level. I am looking forward to helping 

out at fixtures and encouraging younger 

swimmers to take part. 

Hi, I'm Ella. I swim for Newport            

Swimming Club and am really pleased 

to be one of the sports ambassadors 

for swimming at NGHS. I will be helping 

with anything swimming-related around 

school and hope lots of you will be get-

ting involved.  

Hi I'm Iso! I play handball for Shropshire 

and Great Britain. I am really excited to 

be Ambassador for handball at NGHS. I 

am looking forward to helping at the 

afterschool club and anything else 

handball related at school and I hope 

that lots of you will get involved!  

Hi! I am Izzy, ambassador for Rugby. I 

was part of the schools very first 

contact rugby team and I intend to 

maintain the passion and dedication that 

was shown in that team. Feel free to 

approach me as I love to procrastinate 

and would be excited to get to talk 

about any sports! 

Hi, I 'm Harriette and I 'm an 

Ambassador for badminton. I'm in year 

12 and my sport is cycling (my 

preferred discipline is mountain biking). 

I race at a national level and am hoping 

to do some international races too. Of 

course, I can't do cycling here so I'll be 

running the badminton club on Tuesday 

lunch times.  

I'm Issy and am so excited to be the 

Ambassador for dance. I have been 

dancing for 10 years and train in all 

styles but specifically ballet. I've been 

lucky enough to train with many 

schools in the past including the Royal 

Ballet and Elmhurst and I'm currently 

preparing for my Advanced 1 ballet   

exam. I am especially looking forward 

to running Schools Gotta Dance again! 



 

  FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 

  PE & PSHE Faculty 

U15 ESFA Football Cup - Round 1 
 

On Monday 9 October in the hot sunshine our U15 

football team headed over to Gospel Oak School in 

Tipton to take part in their first round of the ESFA 

tournament. The team had a mixture of year 10 and 9 

students and they were all very excited to take on 

Gospel Oak to hopefully make it into round 2. As the 

game kicked off both teams had their fair share of 

chances going forward. Possession wise Gospel Oak 

tipped the scales in the first half and played some good 

football, but it was Newport who took the lead with 

Izzy running onto a through ball and calmly slotted the 

ball into the back of the net past their keeper to make 

it 0-1.   
 

The girls continued to battle throughout the remainder 

of the first half and Harnoor made some excellent saves 

to keep NGHS going into the lead 0-1 at half time. As 

the second half kicked off Newport were much 

stronger and made some excellent passes of play 

throughout the game. Newport put the pressure on 

early and Freya scored a brilliant goal to make it 0-2. 

Gospel Oak put in a good battle and continued to 

pressurise our defence, but Newport stood strong and 

kept them out. Izzy then received the ball in the box 

and looked up and took the shot to make it 0-3 to 

Newport. The girls continued to play well and their 

confidence grew with 4 minutes before full time Freya 

put a ball through that Grace ran onto and slotted away 

Newport’s fourth goal. I am so proud of all the players, 

they played some excellent football and worked well 

together as a team. They are now looking forward to 

round 2 against Madeley. Well done NGHS!! Player of 

the match – Ruby.  

U16 ESFA Football Cup 
 

On Tuesday 17th October our U16 football team headed over to 

Our Lady and St Chad Catholic Academy in Wolverhampton to 

take part in round 3 of the ESFA tournament. We knew this was 

going to be a difficult fixture but the girls went into the match 

with a positive mindset.  
 

As the first half got under way OLSC took control of the game, 

but with Izzy piling on the pressure from the top their defence 

made a mistake and Izzy capitalised on this and had a one on one 

with their keeper. Unfortunately, Izzy hit the ball just wide of their 

post. OLSC continued to play some brilliant football but NGHS 

defence remained strong and Ruby, Catherine, Jasmine and Daisy 

continued to frustrate OLSC. NGHS had another two 

opportunities to take the lead but again the luck wasn’t falling our 

way. OLSC then put a cross into the box and somehow it 

managed to find the back of the net to make it 1-0 to OLSC.  
 

As the first half continued both sides played some excellent 

football but OLSC went into half time 3-0 up. As the second half 

started both teams had some excellent passes in play and 

continued to work hard throughout. Unfortunately for NGHS, 

OLSC found the back of the net a few more times in the second 

half and the final whistle blew with OLSC winning 7-0. Although 

the result didn’t go the way we would have liked. NGHS did 

themselves proud, they battled for every ball and continued to put 

100 per cent into the whole game. U16 team should be proud to 

get to round 3 of the National League Cup. Well done!  

Shropshire Swimming 
 

After I did well in the County Championships 

in January and gained a West Midlands 

Regional time in the summer, I was selected 

for the Shropshire team of 24 swimmers. We 

went to Ponds Forge International Sports 

Centre in Sheffield for the National Inter 

County Team Championships. An early start 

was necessary and we arrived in Sheffield at 

around 9am. I competed in the Girls 14/15 

years 100m backstroke and I swam the 

backstroke leg of the girls 14/15 years relay. 

There was a total of 37 counties there, so it 

was a great atmosphere and there was even 

an opening ceremony where 2 swimmers from 

each county carried their county flag. This was 

an amazing day and a great experience that I 

really enjoyed!                Grace W, Year 10 



 

  FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 

  PE & PSHE Faculty 

Year 7-9 PSHE 
During this half term students have 

been really enthusiastic to get in-

volved with a variety of activities 

relating to managing the challenges 

of moving to a new school, how to 

establish and manage friendships, 

how to identify personal strengths 

and online safety.  

Year 8s have been focusing on the impacts and the misuse of both drug and alcohol, over the course of the Autumn 

half term. There has been a particular focus on the pressures that young people face from peers, society and social 

media in relation to the taking of drugs and alcohol. As a class we have been working towards designing a public 

campaign to deter and raise awareness of the negative and detrimental impact of alcohol and drug abuse. Here are 

some of our ideas:  

In the first carousel of the year 9 relationships unit students have been focusing on families and parenting, healthy 

relationships, conflict resolution, and relationship changes. We have discussed these topics through many different 

activities, such as discussions, scenarios and videos. All students have been actively engaged in all areas of the unit 

and have shown good understanding.  



 

  FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 

  PE & PSHE Faculty 

In year 11 students had an introduction to sixth form. This 

gave them the opportunity for current sixth formers to 

speak to the current year 11s. The year 11s found this very 

useful and had lots of questions answered regarding the sixth 

form options here at NGHS. During this sequence of lessons, 

it also gave the year 11 time to think about their next steps 

and what they would like to be doing this time next year. 
 

Students have also been focusing on building for the future, 

stress management strategies and how to balance time 

online. There has been a particular focus on sleep, stress, 

anxiety and depression. As a class we have discussed the 

causes and effects these can have on people and where and how to seek help if needed. Here are some examples 

of the excellent informative posters the year 11s have designed.  

Year 10 PSHE 
This term we have been focusing on developing effective study skills and habits; exploring how to manage challenges; and 

considering ways in which we can reframe negative thinking. Students have reflected on their own attitudes, participation and 
performance over the last year and looked at how these could be developed in the coming year. As a class we have used our 
Study Skills booklet to improve our approach to exam preparation using techniques such as the Leitner Method to ensure that 

flashcards are used effectively to consolidate knowledge; we also trialled the ‘Knowledge Dump’! Students then created 
fabulous information leaflets advising young people on strategies to challenge and reframe negative thinking and signposting 
them to available support. Students have also looked employability, CVs and work experience. They have benefited from talks 

by the Army, Wrekin Housing Trust, Ask Apprenticeships and Helen Culshaw, who talked about self-employment. The 
students are organising their work experience placements and developing their careers plan. 



THANK YOU FRIDAY 
Congratulations to this half term’s winners... 

Each fortnight we recognise students who have gone the extra mile to help a member of staff. Parents will receive 

recognition of the child’s success through a postcard home and publication in Newport News. 

To: Student From: Teacher  To: Student From: Teacher 

A Archer (11Sea) Mrs C Petford  Ava Mangham (6R2) Mrs J Barker 

N Athwal (6S1) Ms J Clarke  C Nwaomu (10R) Miss AM Davies 

S Baah (10Sea) Miss AM Davies  Z Nwaomu (11Sea) Mrs C Petford 

M Bandhan (11Sea) Mrs C Petford  S Okeke (9R1) Mrs T Fujii 

L Bruneau (9R1) Mrs T Fujii  L Patrick (6A2) Mrs L Payne 

G Clarke (11Aus) Miss AM Davies  O Perera (6S3) Miss S Webster 

E Donaldson (10Sea) Mrs K Danby  E Raymond Martin (6S1) M. C Audouin 

F Edwards (10Rod) Miss S Webster  E Rixom (11Sea) Mrs C Petford 

C Fewtrell (11Sea) Mrs C Petford  P Saiprasad (6S2) M. C Audouin 

R Goodwin (11Sea) Mrs C Petford  A Sheikh (11Sea) Miss AM Davies 

M Hartwright (6R2) Mrs J Barker  S Shindler (6S3) M. C Audouin 

T Hayman (R3) Miss AM Davies  A Srivastava (6R2) Miss AM Davies, M. Audouin 

L Hikkaduwage (9R1) Miss S Webster  K Steele (11Sea) Mrs C Petford 

P Homer (R2) Mrs T Fujii  S Sulake (6A1) Miss AM Davies x2 

S Katole (11Aus) Miss AM Davies  J Tagboto (11Sea) Mrs C Petford 

L Knight (6A2) Miss AM Davies  F Tilyard (6S2) Miss AM Davies 

S Knowles (11Sea) Mrs C Petford  L Upton (6A2) Mrs L Payne 

P Larsen (11Sea) Mrs C Petford  A Vasikaran (10R) Mrs T Fujii 

S Li (6S1) Miss AM Davies x2  G Worrall (11Sea) Mrs C Petford 

I Lynas (11Sea) Miss AM Davies  L Yeboah (R3) Miss AM Davies 

E Makepeace (11Sea) Mrs C Petford  D Zangina (10Rod) 
Miss AM Davies, Miss S  

Webster, Mrs K Danby 

Abi Mangham (6R2) Mrs J Barker    

ADAMS COACHES 

There is an INSET DAY at 
Adams on Friday 17 November 

so no Adams Buses are 
running. There are also no 
Adams buses running on 

Friday 22 December.  





NGHS PASTORAL TEAM 

WHO’S WHO? 
 

 

At NGHS, the safety of students, staff  and visitors 

is our top priority.  Students can speak to ANY 

member of staff about any concerns, but there are 
certain colleagues with additional training to support 
you in pastoral and safeguarding matters. 

Mr M J Scott 

Headteacher, Deputy DSL 

Mrs F Davenport 

Pastoral Support, Deputy DSL 

Mrs H Birch 

Assistant Head, DSL 

(on maternity leave) 

Miss S Webster 

Deputy Headteacher 

Designated  

Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 

Mrs H Goodall 

Head of Year 7 

Mrs A Chapman 

Head of Year 8 

Mrs K Danby 

Well-being Officer, CSE Lead 

& Safeguarding  

Case Coordinator 

Safeguarding 

Team 

Sixth Form Team 

Miss J Walker 

Head of Year 9 

Ms J Capaldi 

Head of Year 10 

Mrs D Martin 

Head of Year 11 

Miss E Heyes 

Well-Being Officer 

Mrs V Glew 

Administrator 

(Sixth Form) 

Heads of Year 

Mrs K Griffin 

Head of  

Sixth Form 


