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T 
he passing of Captain Sir Tom Moore 

has captured the interest and sadness 
of many this week. His eternal 

optimism during the first lockdown and his 
stoic determination to get out of his 

armchair to push himself physically and mentally for the 
benefit of our wonderful NHS during the first wave of 

the pandemic has touched the hearts and minds of much 
of the British population. As this half term draws to an 

end next Friday (which is no longer an INSET day), it is 
fair to say that many in our school community (students, 

staff and I’m sure parents) are finding this groundhog day 
style routine difficult. I am sure, like many of our staff, 

parents are having to juggle busy work lives with 
childcare and household tasks. I once again thank 

everyone for their support, their kind words and for 
doing their best (for that is all we can expect) to keep 
going each and every day. We take hope from the words 

of Captain Sir Tom as well as encouraging news about 
(staggered?) school reopening later this term (I know 

nothing more), vaccine success and of course our 
ongoing high levels of participation of students in online 

lessons. We all look forward to a safer, brighter future 
in the next part of 2021. 

 
 

Our building programme is marching on apace and 

our first official site review meeting is this afternoon. 

So far it seems things are progressing to time, in spite 

of the pandemic, and we all hope things stay as such 

so that our new facilities can be enjoyed in late 

November. Fundraising is not as buoyant though and 

we will be back to update you after half term. 
 

Today, Mrs Julie Lane retires as our Finance Assistant. 

I am sure many parents will have enjoyed speaking to 

Julie over the last 10 years about trips, passports, 

EHICs and latterly refunds(!) Staff will miss her 

support and friendship and we wish her all the best. 
 

I hope that you are well and staying safe.   Mr M J Scott 
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This week has seen the levelling of the ground out in the 
courtyard as well as the start of the piling process. Steel 
piles are being driven through the floor and ceiling of 
classrooms 24, 25 and the toilets as well as in the 
courtyard to support the new second floor structure. It 
is noisy and dirty work—the only blessing of the current 
lockdown is that the girls are not onsite for this noise 
disruption. Outside the end of the field currently looks 
like this… (it will be returned to grass!) 

“ 

” 

 

Tomorrow will be a good day. Tomorrow you will 
maybe find everything will be much better than 

today, even if today was all right. My today was all 
right and my tomorrow will certainly be better. 

That’s the way I’ve always looked at life. 
Captain Sir Tom Moore (1920-2021) 

Levelled ground in courtyard 

http://www.nghs.org.uk/primedforsuccess


LOCKDOWN 
In Year 7 English this week, we asked each group to dress up in the style of the book they are studying. So for            

Seacole it's Sherlock Holmes, Austen it's Little Women and Roddam it's Oliver Twist. We wanted to show the fun 

that can still be had (remotely) learning at NGHS, whatever the century! What a great response.     English Team 



So far this half term, Year 8 have been exploring a range of myths and legends. During one of their lessons last 

week, they were asked to research one of seven mysterious and rather frightening British myths. The students 

were then told to present their findings in whichever format they preferred.  

 

Despite only having half an hour to complete the research and present their findings, the students managed to 

create some outstanding pieces of work, including detailed mind-maps, posters and PowerPoint presentations.  

Here are some excellent examples from four students. Well done Piper, Ava T, Maya and Rhiannon! 

Year 8 English 



LOCKDOWN 

La Chandeleur (Candlemas) is a Christian festival celebrated in France (and other Christian countries) 40 days after 

Christmas, traditionally by eating pancakes! 

Miss Branson’s French students were set a homework this week to follow a French crêpe recipe or make a poster 

explaining the traditions of this festival.  Most people opted for the pancakes!  

Here are some of the pictures – miam miam!  

Olivia Y11 Meenatchi Y10 
Alesha Y7 

Keilly Y9 Annabelle Y9 Mia Y9 
Grace Y10 

As you can see, some 

students also prepared 

instruction sheets in French. 

Well done to Eva Y7, Rutvi 

Y9 and Izzy in Y10 for their 

hard work on the theory 

and practical side of the 

operation!  

 

Ms Branson was very 

impressed with your efforts 

and hard work with some 

yummy looking pancakes 

clearly being sampled at 

home! 



 

This half term in PSHE Year 11 have been doing 

some work on positive role models for young 

people. We have been focusing on the impact that 

positive role models have on wellbeing. Lots of the 

discussions have been around people they see 

online, I have been encouraging Y11 to cleanse 

their social media to fill their platforms with 

positive and inspiring people who make them feel 

good. They have also discussed how they can be 

positive role models for each other. From all of the 

wonderful feedback that they shared about inspiring 

and positive role models, I have produced a display 

in school to show case the people that were 

mentioned in this lesson. Well done Year 11.  

Learn more about games 

or apps children are using. 
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other parents  
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Just a reminder that 

there are plenty of 

online resources to 

support students whilst 

they are at home using 

computers much more. 

https://www.nghs.org.uk/assets/Managed/FilesPages/369-s/Online-Safety.pdf
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/


STAFF EMBRACE FITNESS & 

POSITIVE MENTAL HEALTH 



STAFF EMBRACE FITNESS & 

POSITIVE MENTAL HEALTH 



Please take a look at these 5 big questions and complete a 

poster to answer one or more of these questions. Please 

submit your poster to schooloffice@nghs.org.uk FAO Miss 

Clarke Safer Internet Day. 
 

Share steps we can all take, some of you may do these 

already: 
 

 Unfollow unreliable accounts 

 Share good quality information 

 Talk to friends and family 

 Report 

 Seek out support 

Safer Internet Day is on Tuesday 9 February - this year’s theme is an internet we 

trust: exploring reliability in the online world 

What is fake news?  

 Watch the two-minute video on the Newsround Website: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51271837  

 Screenshot it – How long do you think it would take to be able to screen shot three things that you have seen online 

that were suspicious or unreliable? Please email your best ones to schooloffice@nghs.org.uk FAO Miss Clarke Safer 

Internet Day to be in with a chance of winning a prize. 

mailto:schooloffice@nghs.org.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51271837
mailto:schooloffice@nghs.org.uk


We are aware that some young people may be 

finding the current lockdown challenging.  
 

The school pastoral team are still here and ready 

to listen so please do get in touch with us by email  

schooloffice@nghs.org.uk or telephone 01952 

797550 to share any concerns you may have.  
 

In addition, young people are welcome to use 

Kooth to support their emotional health. Kooth 

will be continuing to operate as normal. As the pic-

ture shows Kooth can be used by young people to: 
 

 Chat to a counsellor 

 Read articles written by young people 
 Get support from the Kooth community 

 Write in a daily journal 
 

Kooth have launched a don’t do it alone campaign 

and have created some content that young people 

can access by signing up to Kooth: 

 

Activities 

 Practice asking for help 

 Send a letter to someone you love 

 Dance like nobody’s watching 

 Create a positive word board 
 

Articles  

 Express yourself hub article 

 Don’t do it along 
 

Kooth also offer live forums, sessions available in          

February are: 
 

 Monday 8 February:  

Supporting a Friend: consent 

 Friday 19 February:  

Tips for keeping motivated 

 Monday 22 February:  

Mindfulness for depression and anxiety 

 

Please look on the Kooth website for details about 

how to join these sessions. 

 

mailto:schooloffice@nghs.org.uk


 

To urgently contact a member of the senior leadership  team  
outside school hours, please use urgent@nghs.org.uk  

Please include your phone number and name of your daughter 

Click on the image to get more assistance and information 

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/

