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The past fortnight has been 
filled with memorable mo-
ments and significant mile-
stones for our school commu-

nity. On Armistice Day, 26 of our service children visited the 
National Memorial Arboretum, where they attended a mov-
ing service and had the extraordinary opportunity to meet 
the Princess of Wales. This special day, organised by Mrs 
Martin, was a poignant reminder of the sacrifices made and the im-

portance of remembrance.  

We also recently hosted our Sixth Form Open Evening, which proved to 
be a vibrant and well-attended event. It was wonderful to see so many of 
our current Year 11 students, along with prospective families, exploring 
the opportunities NGHS6 offers. Our Sixth Form continues to thrive, and 
evenings like this highlight the breadth of academic and pastoral support 
available, as well as the leadership roles that make NGHS6 such a dynamic 

part of our school.  

Our Year 11 students have been outstanding this week during their mock 
examination period. Mock exams are an essential part of the GCSE year, 
providing valuable feedback on strengths and areas for improvement. They 
also allow students to test their systems for managing a concentrated ex-
amination scheduleñplanning their time effectively, shifting focus between 
subjects, and embedding good habits that support wellbeing, such as sleep-

ing well, eating healthily and building in downtime alongside revision.  

Looking ahead, the next two weeks promise excitement and celebration. 
Our Prizegiving Afternoon is just around the corner, followed by House 
Musicñone of the biggest house events of the year! Rehearsals are in full 
swing at lunchtimes, and anticipation is building for what promises to be a 
showcase of talent, creativity and school spirit. We look forward to cele-

brating these achievements together.  

Best wishes,  

Mr A Jones  

Headteacher   

HEADõS LINES 

Monday 24th November A-level Biology - LIVE!  

Friday 28th November GCSE Prizegiving Afternoon 

Tuesday 2nd December Y7 Pantomime Trip 

Wednesday 3 December House Music Competition 

Thursday 4th December INSET Day - school closed to pupils 

Friday 5th December Y12/13 Economics  and Business Trip to London 

Monday 8th December Y11 Parents Evening 

PAGE 1 



The Sixth-Form open evening was an amazing opportunity for stu-
dents to showcase their favourite aspects of NGHS life. Subject am-
bassadors and teachers introduced the courses available, whilst oth-
er students gave tours to prospective students and their families. 
From science experiments to art displays, no detail was overlooked 
to ensure the vibrant options available at NGHS were on show. The 
Head Girl Team aimed to greet everyone who visited to guarantee 
that the family atmosphere we all know and love was clear to every-

one who attended.  

Additionally, members of the house teams explained the 
house system and how itõs an integral part of school life 
for forming friendships and creating memories. It was a 
fantastic evening that we hope has encouraged many Year 
11õs to consider NGHS for their future education. Thank 
you to everyone who attended and helped during the 

evening! 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE H EAD GIRL TEAM  

Avani A, Y13, Deputy Head Girl, Marketing  

GCSE PRIZEGIVING 2025  

Friday 28th November will see our 
annual prizegiving ceremony where 
students who sat their GCSE exams 
last summer are presented their ex-
am certificates. Starting at 2.00pm, 
there are also a number of special 
awards given across all year groups 
such as progress and attainment 
awards as well as musical pieces and 

speeches. 
 

Every year, a special guest is invited 
and this year it is former student Neha Patnaik who left in 2021 to start an 
apprenticeship and is delighted to return to share her experiences of life af-

ter NGHS. 
 

The event is invitation only and always a highlight of the year for those pu-
pils who are recognised for their outstanding efforts and achievements in 

the previous 12 months.  

Last years guest speaker, Rachel Raybould-
Dear, with Miss Davies and Mr Jones 



STUDENTS MEET PRINCESS OF WALES!  

Several pupils at Newport Girlsõ High School had an unforget-
table day when they came face-to-face with the Princess of 

Wales. 
 

A group of 26 pupils travelled to the National Memorial Arboretum 
in Staffordshire on November 11, where they met Princess Kate as 

she attended the Armistice Day service. 
 

During a tour of the site's gallery, the Princess met a number of stu-
dents who come from military families. They spoke with her about 
the events and significance of the day, and presented her with a bou-

quet of flowers and some NGHS honey! 

 

Grace L (Y13), described it as a moment she will never forget. She 
said: "The princess was an absolute picture of elegance and spoke in 
such an engaging way.  While speaking to her, I mentioned that my 
dad worked in the same squadron as Prince William when he was in 
Anglesey. Upon hearing that, she exclaimed 'oh really' and we then 
chatted about that for quite a while. I was also able to give her some 
NGHS honey which she said she would incorporate into her break-

fast table! The service itself was so moving and mean- 
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HRH The Princess of Wales at the National Memorial Arboretum  



ingful, especially for us as forces chil-
dren. Overall, it was such an honour 
to be there and an added bonus that 
we were able to meet the Princess 

of Wales." 
 

The school was invited after teacher 
Danielle Martin applied to visit the 
site earlier this term. The Lord-
Lieutenant of Staffordshire, Graham 
Morley, introduced the pupils to 

Princess Kate. Mrs Martin admitted she never expected the school 
to be invited to the Armistice Day service itself, let alone meet the 

Princess. 
 

She said: "Our service children are a cherished part of our school, 
and we are very proud of them. Their resilience and adaptability 
shaped by the experiences of having parents who serve, add such 
benefit to our school community. They remind us daily of the 

strength in service, family, and support. 
 

Meeting the Princess of Wales on Armistice Day was an incredibly 
meaningful moment for our service children. Being invited to such an 
occasion made them feel valued and appreciated for the unique sac-
rifices their families make. The warm and genuine interest she 
showed in what each student was saying, helped them feel incredibly 
proud of their connection to 
the Armed Forces. It is a day 
they will remember for a very 

long time." 
 

Afterwards, pupils enjoyed a 
tour of the Arboretum where 
they learned about its history 
and the importance of the 
site, rounding off what was a 

truly memorable day. 
 

Year 8 pupil Louise B said: 
"Meeting the Princess of 
Wales was such an honour. 
She included everyone in the 

conversation and made every- 
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Mrs Martin looking thrilled!  

Kate was presented a bouquet of flowers and some NGHS honey! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one feel like a valued member of the group. The Memorial Service 

was very special and a great experience to look back on." 
 

Aimee C (Y13), added: "It was an incredible experience meeting 
Kate! I felt so honoured to be able to give her the bouquet and it 
was amazing to hear her speak about us as one big military family, 
making us feel connected to her. The service was also amazing and it 
was such a privilege to be sat among veterans and hear their stories 

on such an important day." 
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At the Armistice Service 

The Royal Wreath 

With the Lord Lieutenant of Staffordshire  

Aimee C, Grace L, Erika C, Bella H and Louise B meet the Princess 



                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For the sixth year running, Newport Girlsõ High School is proud to support 
the Telford Christmas Smile Appeal. This community-led project ensures that 
no child or adult goes without a special gift at Christmas. Many people in our 
local area face significant hardship, and this appeal aims to bring a little joy to 

every person in need across Telford. 

This year, students are invited to attend school in non-uniform on Monday 1st 
December in exchange for a donation to the appeal. All donations should be 
brought to school on Thursday 27th November only and taken to form 
rooms, where tutors will collect and organise them. Please note that gifts 
should be unused and not be wrapped - they will be wrapped by the 

volunteers at Christmas Smile! 

To help provide a wide variety of gifts, we have suggested year-group dona-
tion themes below. However, any contribution - large or small - will make a 

meaningful difference! 

Thank you in advance for your kindness and generosity. Together, we can help 
ensure that everyone in our community experiences a little Christmas cheer!  
Mr Pointon,  Assistant Headteacher  

 

                                   Suggested Donations by Year Group  
 

Year 7 ð Ages 0ð2: Cuddly toys, baby clothes, puzzles, soft balls, rattles. 

Year 8 ð Ages 3ð6: Colouring books/pencils, books, hats/gloves/scarves, early board games, toy cars, 

dolls, arts & crafts, kites. 

Year 9 ð Ages 7ð10: Footballs, frisbees, kites, hats/gloves/scarves, pencil cases, jewellery, craft kits, 

books, puzzles. 

Year 10 ð Ages 11ð16: Sports equipment, hats/gloves/scarves, toiletry sets, jewellery, makeup, nail 

varnish, purses, wallets, bags, pyjamas, onesies. 

Year 11 ð Generic:  Board games, selection boxes, biscuits, chocolates, sweet treats. 

Sixth Form ð Adults:  Bath/shower sets, aftershave, books, gloves, scarves, nightwear, puzzle books/

colouring pencils, handwarmers, bed socks, nail varnish, chocolates, biscuits. 
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CHRISTMAS SMILE APPE AL 2025  

The lower School Head Girl Team with the gifts! Some of the donations from 2024 

In 2024 we donated over 1,000 gifts to Christmas Smile! Can we do even better this year? 



WEST MIDLANDS VOLUNT EER OF THE YEAR!  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 13 student, Madeleine G, was recently awarded the prestigious ôYoung 
Volunteer of the Yearõ award by Swim England for the West Midlands Re-
gion. Maddie is a member of Wellington Amateur Swimming Club and has 
shown a huge amount of support and dedication to the sport of swimming 

over the last few years. 
 

She was secretly nominated by her club welfare officer, Jean Childs, for a 
multitude of roles including: coaching the clubs competitive swimmers 
from ages 8-11, officiating at swimming galaõs and other events, being the 
Swim England Youth Ambassador for the region and also teaching children 
to swim from the ages of two and a half to twelve. To win the award, she 
beat twenty other nominees so it was no small feat to come away with the 

prize! 
 

The picture above shows Maddie receiving her award from Zoe Foster 

who is the West Midlands Regional Development Officer for Swim England.  
 

Upon hearing that she had won Maddie stated:  òI canõt believe I was not 
only nominated but that I also won the award for the West Midlands! It is 
such an honour and I just want to thank all the other officials in the region 

and everyone else who give their time to the sport of swimming!ó  
 

Maddie has now been invited to the Swim England National Awards in the 
Great Hall at Birmingham University on November 29th. Looking ahead to 
the event Maddie said: òIõm really looking forward to going to the National 
Awards at the end of November.  To win would be amazing but I know it 
will be extremely tough. There will be winners from eight English regions 
at the event so I have no expectations! Just getting this far is extremely 
satisfying and I want to say thank you again to everyone who has helped 

me to get this far!ó 
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Maddie being presented her award by Zoe Foster 
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NEW STAFF UPDATE   

 

Mrs Parkes reflects on her first term teaching maths at NGHS.  
 

òSince joining NGHS in September, my 
time here has surpassed all of my ex-
pectations! The students in every one 
of my classes from Y7-13 have been a 
joy to teach and it is fantastic to see 
just how motivated, hard working and 

dedicated they are! 
 

All of the staff have been extremely 
helpful since joining and my form 
group especially have given me so 

much advice and support - it has proven invaluable, thank you so much 

R3!  
 

Every day at NGHS is different but perhaps the most memorable mo-
ment was at the start of term when I got involved in the famous NGHS 
Bake Off. Being given the task of judging the ôIrregular Ingredients and 
Funky Flavoursõ category, I can honestly say I ate things that day that I had 
never eaten before - and never want to again! I do sometimes wonder if I 
was given that category as a new member of staff who didnõt quite know 

what they were getting into! 
 

Looking to the future, I am very excited to get involved in the staff tag rug-
by tournament for Young Enterprise. I am also going on the ski trip to Aus-
tria next year as well as offering maths ôdrop inõ support sessions at 
lunchtimes. It is really noticeable just how invested the students are in the 
house system here. Iõm so looking forward to seeing how all of the children 
in my form get on in the upcoming House Music. I definitely think that the 
extra curricular and house opportunities offered at school really sets 

NGHS apart! 
 

I have worked at a number of schools during my career and there have 
been many lovely and delightful students at every one. However, I can hon-
estly say that NGHS quite simply has the most wonderful and helpful chil-

dren that any teacher could ever ask for - I love it here! 
 

Lastly, If I was to sum up my time at NGHS so far in three words they 

would be: busy, challenging and rewarding!ó 

 

Mrs Parkes hard at work during her lunchtime! 



NGHS proudly presents... 

3rd December 2025  

²Ƙƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǝǘƭŜΚ 


