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NGHS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE 
FIRST EVER CANCER CHAMPIONS!



HEAD'S LINES

Best wishes, 
Mr Jones 
Headteacher 
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Over the past two weeks, we have reached the end 
of this summer’s examination period, with our final 
GCSE and A level papers now completed. Our 
students have conducted themselves with real 
maturity and determination throughout, and it has 
been a pleasure to see the way they have 
approached this important stage. Thank you as well to Year 11 and Year 
13 families for your support during what can be a demanding time. 
There has been a noticeable shift in atmosphere across the school as we 
begin to look ahead. Field events have been taking place in the build-up to 
Sports Day, and there is already a sense of anticipation. It is always a 
lovely moment in the year, bringing the whole school together, and we 
look forward to the main event and the energy each house brings. 

We were also pleased to welcome Year 9 parents for our final Parents’ 
Evening of the year. Thank you for the positive and constructive 
conversations. This is an important point as students move towards the 
final two years of their GCSE courses, and your engagement makes a real 
difference. 

By the time you receive this, we will be at the start of Curriculum 
Enrichment Week, which brings a different rhythm to the school year. The 
programme includes a wide range of opportunities, from visits to the 
Space Centre, Poole’s Cavern and the Black Country Museum to activities 
in school such as STEM workshops, performance work and team 
challenges, alongside Duke of Edinburgh expeditions and Year 10 work 
experience. For our Sixth Form students, there are also valuable 
experiences focused on university applications and next steps. We hope 
students enjoy the opportunities on offer and the chance to learn in a 
different way. 

Thank you for your continued support as we move towards the end of 
term.



Freya E (Deputy Head Girl)
We are excited to share some important changes to the 
way our school council will operate from next September. 
Our aim is to create a more structured and effective 
system that allows every student to have a stronger voice 
in school life.

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD GIRL TEAM

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 22 June - Curriculum Enrichment Week

Wednesday 24 June - Exam Contingency Day

Tuesday 30 June - Year 10 Geography Trip to 
Birmingham

Wednesday 1 July - Year 9 Loudmouth

Wednesday 1 July - Y6 Transition Evening

Friday 3 July - Y12 Biology Trip

One of the key improvements is the introduction of half-termly themes. 
These themes will be discussed during form time, giving all students the 
opportunity to contribute their ideas and opinions on specific topics. 
This ensures that discussions are more focused and that everyone can 
take part meaningfully.

In addition, we will be introducing a new system where a different 
representative will take part in the council each term, depending on the 
topic being discussed. This means that students with particular interests 
or ideas can be involved at the most relevant times, rather than relying 
on the same representatives throughout the year.

We hope that these changes will make the school council more inclusive, 
organised, and impactful. By providing more opportunities for 
participation and clearer structures for discussion, we believe this new 
approach will help bring about positive changes across the school 
community.
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CANCER CHAMPIONS AT NGHS
Lingen Davies Cancer Support Group came into school on Monday 8th June to 
deliver training to become a Cancer Champion!  This is a brand new initiave for 
us and we are so proud to be involved in this wonderful program.
Mrs Fleming and Mrs Aver-Howdle are now trained as staff members and there 
are a group of year 12 students who also are now Cancer Champions. 
The training is non-compulsory and is available to Year 12 students covering 
the following:
- Understanding cancer: the origins of the disease, history of cancer, developing 
effective treatments
- Reducing the risk of cancer
- The importance of early diagnosis
- Screening programmes (prevention and early detection)
- Common cancers
- Recognising signs and symptoms
- Recent research
- The role of a Cancer Champion- reducing fear and misunderstanding, chatting 
with friends, family and colleagues
Being a Cancer Champion isn’t onerous – you can make as much or as little of 
the role as you would like! Report by Mrs Aver Howdie
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CURRICULUM ENRICHMENT WEEK 2026
As the exams have now finished, the focus in school turns to our 
'Curriculum Enrichment Week' (CEW) taking place from 22 to 26  June.
With a whole range of exiting activities for Years 7 to 12, it is always one the 
the most memorable weeks of the year! From trips abroad to sports to 
Duke of Edinburgh expeditions and a whole host of other opportunities, it 
really is a chance for students to get stuck into something beyond the 
classroom!
All families have received full details of the week via edulink and you can 
also see an overview of what is going on below.
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COUNTY CUP ATHLETICS FINAL SUCCESS!
The County Cup Athletics Final marked the last major competition of the athletics 
season, and what a fantastic way to finish. Our athletes produced outstanding 
performances across both track and field events, showcasing the hard work, 
determination, and commitment they have demonstrated throughout the season.
Mrs Birch was incredibly proud of every athlete who represented the school. Not 
only did they continue to improve and achieve excellent results, but they also 
showed great sportsmanship by supporting and encouraging one another 
throughout the evening. Their dedication to Athletics and representing the school 
has been exceptional.
Both teams qualified for this final in 2nd place in their semi final the week before 
and knew that this would be a high standard of competition against the top 
schools in Shropshire. 
Junior Girls
The Junior Girls team delivered an excellent set of results, achieving a remarkable 
158 points, which placed them joint 4th in the entire county.
Top three individual performances included:
• Evie A – High Jump A: 1.20m, 3rd place
• Scarlett C – High Jump B: 1.15m, 3rd place
• Janelle C – Hurdles A: 14.17, 3rd place
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• Janelle C – 100m A: 13.96, 2nd place
• Tabitha H – 200m A: 29.28, 2nd place
• Scarlett C – 200m B: 29.75, 2nd place
• Lucy G – 800m A: 2:47, 2nd place
• Naomi G – 800m B: 2:57, 2nd place
• 4 x 100m Relay Team – 56.71, 2nd place
This was an incredible achievement for the team and a fitting reward for all 
their hard work this season.

Inter Girls
The Inter Girls team also produced an excellent performance, finishing with 
175 points and securing 6th place overall in the county.
Top three individual performances included:
• Elodie S – Hurdles A: 14.13, 2nd place
• Samantha I – Hurdles B: 15.82, 2nd place
• Olivia H – 100m B: 13.67, 2nd place
• Philippa G – 300m A: 46.43, 3rd place
• Philippa G – 1500m A: 5:15, 1st place
• Ivy B – 1500m B: 5:20, 1st place
• 4 x 100m Relay Team – 55.68, 2nd place
To finish the season with so many podium places, personal improvements and 
team successes is a tremendous achievement. Congratulations to all athletes 
who competed this season. You have represented the school brilliantly and 
should be extremely proud of everything you have accomplished. Well done to 
everyone involved in such a successful athletics season! Mrs H Birch

UCAS ONLINE INFORMATION MEETING
On Thursday 9 June, almost a hundred parents joined Head of Sixth Form, Mrs 
Kate Griffin, for an online meeting all about the UCAS process. The University and 
College Application Service (UCAS) is a vital organisation for students wishing to 
embark on an undergraduate degree. During the meeting, Mrs Griffin explained 
the overall process including key dates, hints on filling out applications, finding 
courses and a host of other aspects. 
The feedback from the event was  very positive and the Year 12 students will be 
diving into the UCAS process in greater depth  during Curriculum Enrichment 
Week from 22 to 26 June.
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PLANNER COVER COMPETITION 
WINNERS

As always, the standard of entry 
for the planner cover competition 
was extremely high. Mrs Rose had 
an extremely tough time deciding 
on the winner and she would like 
to say a massive well done to every 
single person who entered. 
After much deliberation, the two 
winners were decided as Dhanvi M 
(S1) for the Year 7-11 planner and 
Sofiya P (6S1) for the Sixth Form 
planner. 

Y7-11 Winner - Dhanvi M

6th Form Winner - Sofiya P
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Punctuality to School
A reminder that our school site is open to students from 8.00am, providing 
ample time for students to arrive and prepare for the day ahead. We expect 
all students to be on site by 8.45am and in their form rooms by 8.50am, 
ready for registration and the start of the school day. Punctuality is 
essential to ensuring students do not miss valuable learning time and can 
make a positive start to their day. We monitor late marks closely and will 
continue to follow up in line with the schools behaviour policy. 
We appreciate the support of parents and carers in helping students arrive 
at school on time each day.

Supporting Students in a Digital World
Recent discussions about social media restrictions have highlighted the 
importance of online safety for young people. While rules and safeguards 
play an important role, experts increasingly emphasise the need to help 
students develop the skills to navigate the online world responsibly.
Through our PSHE curriculum at NGHS, we encourage students to think 
critically about their online interactions, recognise potential risks such as 
scams, cyberbullying, and misinformation, and seek support when needed. 
We believe that open communication, digital literacy, and responsible 
decision-making are key to helping young people stay safe online.
By working together, schools, families, and students can create a positive 
digital environment where technology is used safely, respectfully, and 
responsibly.
We would like to share the following link for additional information about 
supporting your child: 

    How to keep teens safe online

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

https://www.bitdefender.com/en-us/blog/hotforsecurity/how-to-keep-teens-safe-online?cid=soc%7Cc%7Ctw%7Ch4sfam&twclid=214zgdlf3xempw9ua3onoxs05h
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Uniform Checks – Summary
Over the past few weeks, we have carried out a series of uniform checks for 
students in Years 7 to 10. It has been particularly pleasing to see that most 
of our students continue to wear their uniform smartly and take pride in 
their appearance.
As communicated in previous correspondence, the purpose of these checks 
was not only to celebrate the many students who consistently meet our 
expectations, but also to provide gentle reminders and supportive 
conversations where aspects of uniform did not meet the required 
standard. Our aim is to ensure that all students are fully prepared to meet 
our expectations from the start of the new academic year in September.
I have now reviewed the outcomes from all four year groups, and the 
overall picture is extremely positive. Across the year groups reviewed, 82.4% 
of students met our uniform expectations, with 17.6% requiring a reminder 
about one or more aspects of the uniform policy. The majority of these 
issues were minor and easily rectified ahead of September.
Summary of Findings
The most common issue identified was skirt length, affecting 13.0% of 
students, often due to students having grown since their skirts were 
originally purchased. Families are therefore encouraged to check skirt 
length over the summer and replace items where necessary.
A small number of students required reminders regarding the following:
• Hair colour (0.4% of students), where colouring was not a natural 
shade.
• Jewellery (1.1% of students), including hoop earrings, bracelets, and 
necklaces.
• Make-up (1.3% of students), including Key Stage 3 students wearing 
make-up or Key Stage 4 students wearing excessive make-up or false 
eyelashes.
• Sports socks being worn instead of school socks (1.7% of students).
• Footwear (1.1% of students), including one student wearing boots and 
four wearing black trainers instead of school shoes.

Thank you to all parents and carers for their continued support in 
maintaining our high standards. We appreciate your help in ensuring that 
any necessary uniform adjustments are made over the summer so that all 
students return in September ready to learn and looking smart from the 
very first day. Mrs H Birch, Assistant Headteacher



SPORTS DAY 'PRE-EVENTS'

Sports Day pre-events officially kicked off on Monday 15th June, with 
excitement already at a high across the school. The house competition has 
been fiercely contested from the very start, with Austen, Roddam and Seacole 
battling it out throughout the week to gain valuable points for their teams.
Sports Day is always one of the highlights of the school calendar, and this 
year’s pre-events have certainly set the tone. The week began with the 60m 
hurdles, where students demonstrated excellent effort, determination and 
sportsmanship. It was fantastic to see competitors supporting one another 
and giving their all in their opening events.
On Tuesday, attention turned to the first of the field events, with the shot put, 
alongside the 1500m race. Students from all year groups showcased some 
impressive technique in the shot put, achieving some excellent distances. 
Meanwhile, those taking part in the 1500m displayed outstanding resilience 
and stamina, competing in blazing sunshine and producing some superb 
performances that were a pleasure to watch.
Wednesday saw the javelin take centre stage for all year groups. The 
competition remained intense as students continued to push for house points, 
maintaining high levels of focus and determination throughout the event.
The final day of pre-events on Thursday featured the triple jump and discus. 
Once again, students delivered excellent performances, rounding off a 
fantastic week of competition with skill, effort and enthusiasm on display 
across all events.
It has been wonderful to see so many students getting involved this week. The 
sight of a sea of red, yellow and green at lunchtime has really helped build the 
Sports Day atmosphere, and the support shown, students cheering on their 
houses and encouraging their friends has been a pleasure to witness.
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A huge thank you goes to all the students who took part or supported their 
peers throughout the week. Every single one of you has demonstrated the 
true spirit of Sports Day. Special recognition must also go to the sports 
captains, who have done an excellent job organising their teams and 
turning up every lunchtime to support their houses.
Thank you to Mr Wade for all the behind-the-scenes work that ensures the 
week runs so smoothly. I would also like to thank my department Mrs 
Martin, Mrs Goodall and Mrs Birch for giving up many lunchtimes to 
officiate the events.
Finally, a special mention goes to Mrs Wallace, Mrs Rose, Miss Pritchard, Mrs 
Taylor, Mr Whitehouse, Mr Green and Mr Twiss for generously giving their 
time to help run and officiate the pre-events. Without their support, this 
week would not have been possible.
We now look forward to the main Sports Day event, where we can expect 
even more house spirit, cheering, sportsmanship and fun.
And yes, we know what everyone is waiting to hear….......the standings after 
the pre-events!
Unfortunately, you will have to wait until the morning of Sports Day to find 
out. Until then, may the best house win! Report by Mrs Cowell-Saunders
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YEAR 10 GERMAN BROCHURES
Y10 have made some fabulous brochures about sights in Germany speaking 
countries. It links to the topic of holidays that we are currently learning about. 
Below you can see a sample of various pages from the students work. Well do to all 
students for your excellent work. Miss Crevis, MFL Teacher.
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WE NEED YOUR STORIES!
Here at Newport News we are always on the lookout for news stories and 
articles from anyone associated with Newport Girls' High School. So if you are a 
student, parent, staff member or anybody else and you have anything you want 
to say to the school community don't hesitate to send it in!
It could be on any topic and any length and photo's are always a great addition 
but you don't necessarily need one. So if you have any stories about music, 
sports, drama productions, charity events or anything else just send them in to 
schooloffice@nghs.org.uk and we will try and use as much as we can!
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IT'S A WRAP IN THE CANTEEN FOR THE 
WORLD CUP!

GRAB THEM FROM THE 
CANTEEN WHILE YOU CAN!
ALL PRICED AT  £2.20 INDIVIDUALLY OR £3 AS PART OF A MEAL DEAL
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NEWS FROM ACADEMY CATERING

On Tuesday 16 June, the canteen had Andrew and Freya from Radnor 
drinks in school holding a free sampling and tasting session. Offering a 
range of different flavours and styles, the event was a big hit with the 
students and a variety of their drinks are available now in in the school 
canteen!

A TASTE OF RADNOR!

A WORLD OF FLAVOURS!
Now that the World Cup has 
kicked off, the canteen are 
offering a range of delicious 
wraps from around the world to 
celebrate the different flavours 
from the countries of the teams 
taking part!
England's 'Fish and Chip' wrap 
was on Wednesday 17th June and 
coming up we still have Argentina 
and Portugal. Full details can be 
found on the next page!
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On Thursday 18 June, Christine Balls from the 
Bank of England came in to give a talk on 
monetary policy and to share her story and 
experiences. She tested our knowledge as well as 
expanding what we knew about financial and 
monetary stability. It was an amazing opportunity 
to hear from someone who gave us a holistic view 
of what we learn in economics. 
It was also fascinating to understand the role that 
the Bank of England have on our day to day lives 
in terms of things like interest rates influencing 
consumer spending, which in turn, influences 
inflation. Jess W, Year 12 Economics Student

SHOW ME THE MONEY!
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Friday 19 June saw members of the Head Girl Team and a number of other Year 12 
students visit Lilleshall Primary School to help out in their end of term 'Sporting 
Festival'. The students ran archery competitions for pupils from Year 1 to Year 6 
and everybody had a fantastic time. 
Gaining valuable experience of working with young people, the Sixth Formers had 
a fantastic experience even declaring 'I think I might want to be a primary school 
teacher!'

SHOOTING STARS AT LILLESHALL!

ANTHEA BELL TRANSLATION PRIZE
When launching the Anthea Bell Prize in school in October, I never dared to think 
that our students would perform so well. With twenty entries, I think it's safe to say 
that our school encompasses an incredible and diverse range of polyglots.
The competition involved being presented with a poem or piece of prose in a 
foreign language of the student's choosing. This was a real surprise as students 
may have been presented with any piece from a broad range of time periods, 
literary movements and dialects. 
Participants then had to translate their piece into English, all while preserving 
aspects such as rhythm, rhyme scheme, tone and narrative perspective.
Confronted by a veritable challenge, our entrants excelled; we received a 
commendation in French, Spanish, German, Russian and Mandarin, and I became 
the national winner for Italian Level 2, meaning that NGHS was awarded in every 
language available to partake in. Well done everyone!
Thanks to the enthusiasm shown, I'm happy to say that we will be competing again 
next academic year. Magda A, Year 12
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BIOLOGY OLYMPIAD
The last few weeks have been heavily focused on Biology, here at Newport 
Girls' High School. As an enrichment opportunity, last month, the Year 10 
students completed the Biology Challenge, with many students achieving 
gold, silver, and bronze certificates. Congratulations to all the Year 10 
students who took part!
On June 10th and 11th, along with many other Year 12 students, I 
participated in the Intermediate Biology Challenge - a competition 
combining some biological concepts which we cover on our A-level 
specification, along with some unfamiliar ideas and problem solving across 
two online papers. 
It was an excellent opportunity to push ourselves outside of our comfort 
zones, it also encouraged us to think beyond the curriculum. Not only was 
taking part a very enjoyable experience, but it also enabled us to develop 
our scientific thinking skills and further our interests in Biology. Alesha S, 
Year 12, Biology Ambassador

18



HARDBALL CRICKET TEAM 
OFF TO A WINNING START!

On Thursday 18th June, NGHS proudly took part in its first ever hardball cricket 
fixture, facing Thomas Adams at Wem Cricket Club. The match was part of the  
newly formed Knight Stokes Cup—a competition designed exclusively for state 
schools. This historic occasion saw a mixed team of Year 7–10 students, with some 
players experienced in hardball cricket while others were stepping up to the 
format for the very first time. In glorious sunshine, Thomas Adams won the toss 
and elected to bowl.
Newport started confidently, scoring freely with a number of deliveries dispatched 
to the boundary. The team showed excellent composure, building partnerships 
and maintaining a steady run rate throughout their 20 overs. Newport finished on 
an impressive 132 for 7 off their 20 overs. The standout performance coming from 
Year 8’s Kiret B, who produced a superb unbeaten 50, anchoring the innings with a 
mixture of boundaries and solid defensive work.
After a short drinks break, it was Thomas Adams’ turn to bat. Newport’s bowlers 
made an immediate impact, delivering a tight and accurate performance from the 
outset. Pressure built quickly, and wickets began to fall at regular intervals thanks 
to disciplined bowling and sharp fielding. Thomas Adams were eventually bowled 
out for just 52 runs, securing a convincing victory for Newport. The pick of the 
bowlers was Year 8’s Hargun D, who claimed 3 wickets, although the entire team 
contributed brilliantly to the win.
Captain and Year 10 Student, Shaan K, was delighted with the team and remarked, 
“A really good performance in our first ever hardball  match! Everyone performed 
really well and it was great to finally play some hardball cricket.”
This outstanding performance marks a memorable start to Newport’s journey in 
hardball cricket and they now progress to the Shropshire Finals at Shrewsbury 
School on Monday 29th June.
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