
Friday 1st May 2026

NEWPORT NEWS
Newport Girls' High School's Fortnightly Newsletter

YOUNG ENTERPRISE TEAMS 
DOMINATE AT COUNTY FINALS

TEAM 'NEORLA' NAMED 
OVERALL SHROPSHIRE 

WINNERS!



HEAD'S LINES
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Over the past fortnight, the sun has finally made a 
welcome appearance in Newport, and it has been lovely 
to see how quickly our students have made the most of 
it. Our outdoor spaces have been full at break and 
lunchtime, with the field awash with activity, from 
badminton and volleyball to catch and some impressive 
giant skipping games. A particular thank you goes to Mrs 
Roberts for arriving one morning with a bag full of 
equipment, which has kept so many students active and entertained. 
Moments like these are a simple but important reminder of the value of 
space, fresh air and time to connect with friends. 
We are also now well into the exam period. The last two weeks have seen 
Art exams taking place, alongside Modern Foreign Languages orals and 
Year 12 assessments. These mark the start of a demanding but important 
time for many of our students. I would like to thank the wider school 
community for the care and consideration shown during this period, 
particularly through following signage and helping to keep corridors and 
shared spaces calm and quiet. These small actions make a real difference 
to those sitting exams and to the atmosphere across school. 
Today marks the final day in school for our Year 11 students. They have 
enjoyed coming together at lunchtime before finishing the day with a 
game of rounders, a fitting way to end their time with us in lessons. I 
would like to wish every one of them the very best of luck for the weeks 
ahead and to thank them for the contribution they have made to school 
life over the past five years. Year 13 students are also approaching their 
final days in school, with study leave beginning next week, and we wish 
them well as they enter this final stage of their courses. 
Finally, I had the privilege this week of holding a London Marathon medal. 
It was not my own, but belonged to our Year 13 student Mia S, who has 
completed her first marathon and raised over £1,000 for Children With 
Cancer UK. Her determination and generosity are hugely inspiring, and I 
suspect she may yet persuade me to follow her example before too long. 
With the bank holiday weekend ahead, I wish you all an enjoyable and 
restful few days. 
Best wishes, 
Mr Jones 
Headteacher 



Darcey G (Head Girl)
Hi everyone, I’m Darcey, and I’m really excited to be your Head 
Girl this year. It’s a huge privilege to represent the school, and 
I’m genuinely grateful for the opportunity. I’m looking forward 
to the year ahead and everything we can achieve together as a 
school community.
At the moment in school, a lot of the focus is on exams for Years 11 and 13. 
I know how full on this time can be, but it’s been really good to see how 
much effort people have been putting in (it’s safe to say the Centenary Hall 
has been busy! There’s a real sense of determination across the school, but 
what’s stood out even more is how people are supporting each other, 
whether that’s helping with revision, encouraging friends, or even just 
being there when it’s needed. It really shows the strength of our school 
community.
It is also important to remember that exams aren’t everything! Grades 
don’t define you and looking after yourself matters just as much. It’s easy 
to get caught up in the pressure, but you’ve all already come so far, and 
that’s something to be proud of.
Make sure you’re using the support around you whether that’s teachers, 
friends, or family. Don’t be afraid to ask for help if you need it!
From me and the Head Girl team, good luck to everyone sitting exams this 
term. Just do your best, stay positive, and remember how much you’ve 
already achieved.

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD GIRL

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Friday 1st May - Last Day Formal Teaching Year 11
Tuesday 5th May - Formal GCSE Exam Period Begins
Tuesday 5th May - DofE Bronze Award Training Day in School
Wednesday 6th May - Year 13 End of Formal Teaching
Monday 11th May - Formal A-level Exam Period Begins
Monday 18th May - Year 7 - 10 Assessment Week



The house system is one of the best aspects of school life at NGHS, 
allowing students from all year groups to come together and collaborate 
towards large-scale projects, have fun and celebrate our wins. Our team 
including myself Anna R (House Captain), Alanna D (Deputy House 
captain), Calen P (Music Captain), Emily G (Drama Captain), Helena 
T(Charities Captain), Lucie H (Sports Captain) and Issy 
T(Communications Captain) strives to create an environment where every 
single student feels motivated to take part & make valuable contributions 
to our community. 

Seacole is named after the inspirational Mary Seacole, a nurse in the 
Crimean war who treated wounded soldiers behind the frontlines despite 
facing systemic racism & sexism in her everyday life. Mary Seacole 
continues to act as a role model for our house, as we hope to reflect her 
commitment & dedication to her community within every house event that 
we do. From House Music to Sports day, there are opportunities for 
students of all strengths and personalities to get involved in, and we 
encourage everyone to participate in as many events as possible to ensure 
success for Seacole this year. With our amazing team and the help of all 
students, we hope to make house events enjoyable & foster a highly 
competitive (but supportive!) environment to help Seacole achieve above 
and beyond. We are all so excited to begin this journey, hoping that our 
efforts will reflect in our hard work so that we can secure the house cup 
once again! Anna R, Year 12, Seacole House Captain

MEET THE NEW HOUSE TEAMS
SEACOLE
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Kate T

Hi, I’m Kate and I’m so proud to be Roddam’s House Captain this year! I take Biology, Chemistry and 
Geography. It’s an honour to be able to work together with such an incredible team and I can’t wait to 
see everyone getting involved, having fun in events, and hopefully bringing home plenty of trophies. 
Let’s make it a great year for Roddam!

Harnoor U
Hi I’m Harnoor and I take Maths, Further Maths, Geography and English. I’m so excited to be 
Roddam’s deputy captain and support the team throughout the year!

Lara T
Hi! I’m Lara and I take Geography, Economics and Product design as well as AS level Core maths. I do 
Cheer at Coventry Dynamite and have represented England- I’m both a world champion and a bronze 
world medalist. I’m so excited to be Roddams new Sports captain and see everyone get involved!

Katherine W
Hi, I’m Katherine, Roddam’s new music captain. I take Geography, Physics, DT and core maths. House 
music has been one of my favourite days of the year since year 7, so I’m super excited to take on this 
role and make this year’s house music better than ever!

Yuthika Drama
Hi, I’m Yuthika and I’m this year’s Drama captain! I take Maths, Computing, Physics and Further 
Maths. I’m so excited to work with the team to lead Roddam to as many victories as we can, starting 
with House Drama, let’s make a performance to remember!

Elisha B
Hi everyone, I’m Elisha your Charities Captain for Roddam this year. I study Biology, Chemistry, and 
Psychology, and I’ll be helping to organise events, raise money, and support causes that matter to 
our house. I’m really looking forward to working together to make a positive difference this year!

Harriet T
Hi I’m Harriet and I am Roddam’s new communications captain! I take Computing, Physics, Maths and 
Further Maths and I’m so exited to get involved in all the house events this year and hope we win 
lots. Keep an eye on the instagram and Notice board for more updates!

RODDAM
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Izzy W (House Captain)
Hi, I’m Izzy and I’m beyond excited to be Austen’s house captain for this year! I take maths, physics 
and geography and I’m looking forward to working together alongside my amazing team to have 
our most successful year yet! I hope to see everyone getting involved and bringing the most house 
spirit, as well as having the best fun with people across the school.

Eva T (Deputy House Captain)
Hi! I’m Eva, and I'm this year's Deputy House Captain for Austen. The subjects I take are Biology, 
Chemistry and Psychology and I am so excited to work alongside this team to have an amazing and 
successful year. I hope we can win as many house events as possible whilst having lots of fun along 
the way!

Jess W (Sports Captain)
Hi, I’m Jess, this year's sports captain for Austen. I take psychology, maths and economics and I am 
so excited for what this year will bring for Austen as a whole, but most importantly, I hope to 
maintain Austen’s sports day winning streak!

Nell T (Charities Captain)
Hi! I’m Nell and I’m so glad to be this year's charities captain! I take Geography, RS and Politics as 
well as co-running FemSoc. I am really excited to work with this year's amazing team, and I know 
next charities week will be the best one yet!

Tomiwa A (Drama Captain)
Hii, I’m Tomiwa and I’m so excited to be this year's drama captain! I take drama, history and RS and I 
can’t wait so see everyone’s talent showcased in the house events! I can’t wait so create house 
drama and lead Austen to victory #whatteam?

Lara C (Music Captain)
Hi! I'm Lara and I'm so excited to be Austen's Music Captain for this year! I take Music, Drama, 
Business and Psychology, alongside running the school's F1 Club. I have so many ideas that I hope 
will bring Austen a musical win next December - let's get this trophy!

Amber M (Communications Captain)
Hi! I’m Amber, and I am this year's Communications Captain for Austen! I take Psychology, 
Chemistry and Maths. I am very excited to be a part of this team and hope to make entertaining 
content for you all. Now let’s go and show everyone why we are the best house!

AUSTEN
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At NGHS, the house system plays such a huge role in school life, giving students across the school a 
chance to showcase their talents through friendly competition. The incredible team for this year is 
Izzy (House Captain), Eva (Deputy House Captain), Jess (Sports Captain), Lara (Music Captain), Tomiwa 
(Drama Captain), Nell (Charities Captain) and Amber (Communications Captain). 

We are all so excited to have the chance to represent Austen this year, and we hope we can have 
another successful one. Our main goals are to get as many people as involved as possible, 
demonstrate good team spirit and the values of our school, and of course win as many events as we 
can! Following in the footsteps of our namesake Jane Austen, we aim to inspire students across the 
school to get involved and feel a sense of pride towards our house. We hope to continue the legacy 
of previous teams and although the bar is set high, we are motivated to help steer Austen towards 
victory and of course maintain our 12-year sports day winning streak! Izzy W, Austen House Captain

Our Education Welfare Officers have been appointed to work alongside 
families and students, helping to encourage strong school attendance and 
address any issues affecting attendance and welfare at school. They will 
collaborate closely with Mrs Taylor (Attendance Officer) and Mrs Birch (SLT lead 
for attendance), and will also liaise with the local authority on matters such as 
unauthorised term-time holidays, persistent absence (below 90%), child 
employment, elective home education, and legal concerns related to 
attendance.  
We will involve the Education Welfare Officers in cases where previous efforts 
to improve attendance have not been successful and where additional support 
or intervention may be needed for the child or their family. Mrs H Birch, 
Assistant Headteacher

AUSTEN (CONTINUED)
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INTRODUCING OUR ATTENDANCE OFFICERS

THE HIDDEN DANGERS OF 
PINTEREST - A NOTE FOR PARENTS

Dan Santopietro

Kiran Kang

Pinterest is often seen as a calm and creative space online. Unlike platforms such as 
Instagram or TikTok, it hasn’t attracted the same level of attention, and many parents 
view it as a safe place for browsing and sharing ideas.
However, it’s worth being aware that, like many apps, Pinterest includes features that 
may not be immediately obvious. A recent blog from the Canadian digital safety 
organisation White Hatter highlighted cases where young people had used Pinterest’s 
direct messaging function to share personal images—something their parents were 
unaware was possible on the platform.
This serves as a helpful reminder that a number of apps that appear to focus on 
creativity or inspiration—such as Pinterest, VSCO, Tumblr, Lemon8, Canva, and Amino
—may also include messaging or social features.
A useful question for families to consider is not just which apps children are using, but 
what those apps allow them to do. Open conversations at home can help ensure 
children are using these platforms safely and confidently. Mrs H Birch. Assistant 
Headteacher



YEAR 13 STUDENTS RAISES OVER £1,000 
AT LONDON MARATHON!

On Sunday 26th April, Year 13 student, Mia S, achieved the phenomenal feat of 
completing the London Marathon! She ran to raise funds for Children with Cancer 
UK and raised over £1,000!
Everyone here at NGHS is so proud of Mia's efforts and she chose the charity 
because of her personal experience of two close friends who have suffered with 
cancer. 
Mia commented that the marathon was the hardest thing she had ever done but 
had the consolation of taking part in the first ever marathon that was completed 
in under two hours - so she is part of a record breaking day. Well done Mia!

Mia was part of a truly historic London Marathon!
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YOUNG ENTERPRISE COUNTY FINALS!

Congratulations to 
Ann on her Promotion!
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Wednesday 29th April saw the three NGHS Young Enterprise Teams (Neorla, 
The Finer Things and Bloomi) travel the short distance to Harper Adams 
University for the Shropshire County Finals. Suffice to say, it was a fantastic 
day with NGHS claiming the overall first and second places!
This is the third consecutive year that NGHS have won the Shropshire Young 
Enterprise title. They also won seven of the nine specialist awards and these 
were: 

Over the following pages you can read the individual reports from the teams 
and Neorla will now be representing Shropshire at the West Midlands Final 
with their eyes firmly set on the National Finals in Cardiff later in the term!

Best Financial Management – The Finer Things
Best Presentation – Bloomi
Innovation and Creativity – Bloomi
Company of the Year Runner Up – Bloomi
Sustainability – Neorla
Student Choice Award – Neorla
Company of the Year – Neorla



BLOOMI 

Congratulations to 
Ann on her Promotion!
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Bloomi came away from the Shropshire final with the Innovation and 
Creativity and Best Presentation awards as well as being runners-up for the 
Company of the Year award. Beyond our awards, this journey has given us 
invaluable skills, experiences, and friendships. 
As Managing Director of Bloomi, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who has been a part of that journey. Our list of people to thank is 
far too long to write, but a special thank you goes to Tony, our business 
advisor and Mr. Bentley for all their support and guidance along the way. 
I am so incredibly proud of my entire team and whilst this is a bittersweet end 
to our Young Enterprise experience, I am very grateful to have been able to 
take part in this programme with such an amazing group of people! 
We are (and always will be) Bloomi. Light it. Love it. Live it. Report by 
Florence B, MD, Bloomi

COUNTY RUNNER UP



THE FINER THINGS

Congratulations to 
Ann on her Promotion!
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On Wednesday 29th April, we had an amazing time at the Young Enterprise 
Shropshire Finals, held at Harper Adams University. Half of us went at the 
start of the day to set up our stall, while the rest joined later on as we had a 
morning exam - more stress than we would've liked. 
After an interview and our pitch, we were crowned Best Financially Managed 
Team in Shropshire. Competition was tight, and we're all so proud of Neorla 
for their success and hope they go on to claim even more trophies! It's been 
a great ride since our teams were formed (definitely with some stresses we 
want to forget) but we're so glad that we had this opportunity. Report by 
Lara C, The Finer Things

COUNTY FINALISTS



NEORLA OVERALL SHROPSHIRE WINNERS!

Congratulations to 
Ann on her Promotion!
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Neorla had a fantastic day at The Shropshire Finals, hosted by Harper Adams on 
Wednesday! Despite it being in the middle of exam week, and half our team 
having a maths exam beforehand, we still managed to make the day a success. 
This included running our stall to staff and students as well as the judges, 
alongside the free food-tasting provided by Harper which definitely made the 
long and stressful day worth it! 
Our pitching and presentation proved successful, and it was great to see how 
enthusiastic everyone seemed about our social message and the work we are 
doing. 
We also participated in an interview which although a little intimidating, 
delivering great feedback which we will now carry forward with us to keep on 
improving.
As for the results, we were thrilled to be awarded overall Shropshire Company 
of the Year, as well as winning the sustainability and student choice award from 
mystery shoppers!  We will now move onto the Regional Finals on 20th May, 
and we are determined to win! Daisy Robinson, Marketing Director, Neorla
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NETBALL REPORT

On Tuesday 21st April, our Year 7 and Year 8 Netball teams went across to 
Haberdashers Adams for a friendly fixture. 

There was some fantastic netball displayed by all the teams. Our Year 8’s 
stormed to victory with a very convincing win. Our Year 7 team had to put 
up a good fight, the game began goal for goal but we pulled away in the 
fourth quarter for another convincing win. 

I am very proud of all of our players for showing outstanding skills, 
teamwork and sportsmanship.

Mrs D Martin, PE teacher and Netball Coach 

WEAR IT GREEN - THURSDAY 14TH MAY
Students are invited to attend school on Thursday 14th of May wearing 
green accessories e.g. green socks, hair grips, hair bands and ties, badges, 
bags, green coats - IMPORTANT: NO DIED GREEN HAIR OR NAIL 
VARNISH. The event is to show support for and recognise mental health 
awareness week.

In addition, the Head Girl Team led by Stacey K-O (Deputy Head Girl for 
Wellbeing) will be running a series of events on each day as follows:

Monday 11th May Self - Esteem (Stacey and Amalie)

Tuesday 12th May Managing academic stress (Payton)

Wednesday 13th May Digital wellness (Samuella)

Thursday 14th May Supporting others (Freya, Maisie and Evelyn); Wear It 
Green Day: Accessorise with green.

Friday 15th May Self care (Darcey)
FURTHER DETAILS FOR ALL OF THESE EVENTS WILL BE ANNOUNCED 
BY THE HEAD GIRL TEAM AND WELLBEING STAFF HERE AT SCHOOL







ACHIEVEMENT POINTS - MARCH 2026 

THANK YOU FRIDAY 

GARDENING CLUB 

Congratulations to 
Ann on her Promotion!
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Below you can see the achievement points achieved by each class for March 
2026. Well done to A3, S4, R8 and S4 for being the monthly winners. Mrs H 
Birch, Assistant Headteacher 

The latest thank you Friday awards can  now be viewed on our 
webiste. Just visit: nghs.org.uk/latest-news to see all of the most 
recent winners

Our Gardening Club is keen to develop its work 
further and is currently hoping to source a 
greenhouse. If anyone in our community has a 
greenhouse in good, usable condition that they no 
longer require, we would be very grateful to hear 
from you. Any support would be much appreciated.  
Please contact Mr Wade in school for further 
details







NGHS SOCIAL MEDIA
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Logistics 
Solutions


