
O 
ur thoughts this week are with a 

number of NGHS families who 

are experiencing some of the 

worst flooding ever seen in Ironbridge and 

Shrewsbury. The pictures on the news and 

accounts from colleagues who live in these 

towns are very troubling and we hope that those 

affected will see receding waters in the next few days. 

The cost of such a difficult time will be high, financially 

and emotionally, and we encourage families affected to 

liaise with our Wellbeing Team if any support is needed 

for their daughters on their return to school. 
 

Elsewhere in the world, we are no doubt all monitoring 

the outbreak of Coronavirus. The school is receiving 

regular updates from Whitehall; a summary of current 

advice is shown opposite. The school will remain open 

unless directed otherwise and students should continue 

to attend school as normal unless they display 

symptoms and particularly if they have travelled to areas 

which have high numbers of cases. There is a lot of 

scaremongering on websites, social media etc. at 

present. If the situation changes, parents will be 

informed by email and/or text message. A recent 

message to parents in Telford about bus services during 

the flooding sent back a number of ‘expired email’ 

alerts; please ensure we have the right contact details by 

checking on the SIMS Parent App or giving our data 

team a call in school on 01952 797550. 
 

We are in the midst of many sporting fixtures with 

some girls out 2-3 nights a week competing against 

other schools. Their commitment and camaraderie is 

outstanding and I particularly enjoyed last night’s Y10 

Netball matches at HLC. In assembly this morning, I 

spoke to students about the impending expansion of the 

school and showed them some of the initial drawings for 

our new extension which is at the rear of the school. It 

was lovely to see Year 9 parents last night at our 

Parents Evening and please remember that Year 8 

Parents Evening is now next Monday (postponed from 

before the half term owing to wintery weather). The 

PTA have announced that the Film Night that was 

postponed will be on the same evening as Year 7 

parents evening (Thursday 19 March). This will hopefully 

enable students to be ‘entertained’ whilst parents chat 

to teachers - the event is of course open to Year 8 too.  

 

With best wishes for the weekend.        Mr M J Scott 
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Information to Schools 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public


Youth Speaks District Final 
 
After winning the local heat, Lucy E., Caitlin S-M. and 

Edith C. competed in the district final of this prestigious 

debating competition on Wednesday evening.  All six 

teams had already won one round of the competition, so 

the standard was incredibly high.  After much deliberation, 

the NGHS team was awarded second place.  

Congratulations to all involved!  

 

We would like to thank the local Rotary Club for 

providing students with this fantastic opportunity  
 

Mr D Postle 

What is History all about at NGHS? 
 

Last year the history department was centrally 

involved in the Centenary celebrations, with 

‘remembering’ events organised and involvement of 

the wider community of Newport and beyond in the 

celebration day in June 2019. A hands-on approach to 

history is what this school is all about. From year 7 

creating stone keep and motte and bailey castles, to 

year 8 making suffragette banners at the Manchester 

People’s History Museum, to year 9 commemorating 

the Holocaust with an exhibition displayed at the 

Holocaust Memorial Day in Telford, GCSE students 

planning their imminent visit to Berlin to Sixth Form 

visits to Belsen and Auschwitz, to name a few. It’s been 

a busy year for the department, but these events and 

activities have brought history tangibly close. And of 

course, the department is best summed up by the 

Medieval ‘Extravaganza’ weekend – serious fun.  

 

 

The list goes on, with an upcoming trip to Russia too... 

History is not an easy subject, and those choosing 

their options currently may feel daunted by the 

amount of content, especially at GCSE. It is often 

overlooked – not STEM, not core. However, it is 

highly regarded by universities and gives you skills to 

use in all other subjects. It requires you to think as 

rigorously as any science, it requires you to analyse 

sources in great detail, it requires you to be evaluative 

and argue your point of view. With the outstanding 

support of the department, these skills are easily 

accessible. Perhaps most importantly in this subject 

though, is that it makes you think about and empathise 

with other people and better understand their 

thoughts and actions in the past. Ultimately everything 

is history. And that’s what makes history everything!      

     E.Charlesworth & T.Uppal, History Ambassadors 





Another  week             

of action... 

U13 Handball county finals ➔ 
Our U13 Handball team (right) were invited to 

represent the Burton Borough area at the School 

Games finals on Wednesday. The team had to play 

three matches against Belvedere, Oswestry School 

and Idsall. They played some fantastic games of 

Handball and won the tournament. They have now 

qualified to represent Shropshire county in the 

regional stage of this competition. This is a 

fantastic achievement and we are very proud of 

the team. 

U13 Cricket 

Arriving at Wrekin College 

the girls were met by 

Darrell Corfield, the Youth 

Programme Manager for 

Shropshire Cricket. Darrell 

led the girls in a coaching 

session placing an emphasis 

on bowling. The girls’ 

technique and confidence 

grew in the hour and they 

were ready to take on 

their opposition. The girls 

played a great game against 

Charlton, displaying great 

bowling and bating skills, 

tactical awareness and 

communication. The girls 

won with a convincing 

score of 78-38 and will 

now progress to the 

County finals on the 13th 

March. (Mrs Martin) 

 U15 Handball 
County Finals 

Our U15 Handball team were 

invited to represent the 

Burton Borough area at the 

School Games finals on 

Thursday. The team played 

some fantastic games of 

Handball and won all of their 

games except drawing to Idsall 

their biggest competitors! 

Sadly, due to goal difference, 

Idsall were victorious and 

NGHS finished in 2nd, but with 

their heads held high! 

U14/U15 Netball ➔ 
U14 and U15 netball friendly 

against Ellesmere College - 

Once again, these matches 

were organised with the aim 

to challenge and improve our 

netball teams. The results of 

these matches were as 

followed: 

U14- NGHS 41 – 13 EC 

U15- NGHS 15 – 8 ECb 

Wrekin Friendlies 
Organised to challenge and 

improve teams. Results were 

as follows: 

U12: NGHS  5 - 17 Wrekin 

U13: NGHS 12 - 24 Wrekin 

U15: NGHS   7 - 18 Wrekin 

Harper 
Adams 
League 
Netball  

 

Sharks 27 

Harper 4ths 13 

 

Jaguars 14 

Ninjas 25 

 

The PE team 

would also like 

to give a special mention to our Y13 netballers for 

their commitment to the League over the past 

four years (pictured above). 



 

Forgotten PE Kit? 

 

Gardening Club Booksale 

Thank you so much to everyone who brought in 

donations and bought books, DVDs, or CDs! We 

really appreciate everyone’s help to raise an 

amazing £216.49 from the sale, all proceeds of 

which will go directly to funding an outdoor 

learning area at school  

Also, we are excited to announce we’ve 

achieved the RHS Schools Gardening 

Award  Level 4 and have received £100 

worth of seeds in reward for this!  

Many thanks, Gardening Club!  

Recently, there has been an increase in lost PE kits for lessons and as a result we wanted to clarify the process 

for this in school. To confirm things from Monday, students will be expected to take full responsibility for 

their own PE kits. All students who would like one are given the opportunity to have a locker and these should 

be used for the storing of PE kits. If students are using pegs around school for their PE kit bags and these are mis-

placed then students can use their time before school, during break, lunchtimes and after school to look for it.  

 

If students come to their timetabled PE lesson without their kit they will be expected to borrow spare kit from 

the school supply, however a record for the number of incidents will be kept and monitored by the PE depart-

ment.  

 

In line with the school behaviour policy, the following sanctions will be given:  

First time - warning  

Second time -  behaviour point issued for lack of equipment and sticker in student planner 

Third time - behaviour point issued for lack of equipment, sticker in student planner and a breaktime detention. 

Fourth time - behaviour point issued for lack of equipment, sticker in student planner and a lunch time detention. 

Fifth time - behaviour point issued for lack of equipment and a letter sent home to parents/guardians. 

 

Your support in this matter will be greatly appreciated 

The PE Department 

 

KNIFE CRIME AWARENESS 

Just a reminder that we will be taking all our Y9 and Y10 students (who are not in Iceland) to Telford on Monday 

16 March to see a performance from Loudmouth Theatre Company about the dangers of knife crime. Students will 

also see the Knife Angel installation in Southwater. Parents have been informed already about this. PC Walker 

Shale, our School Police Liaison Officer is also running a series of workshops on Knife Crime on Tuesday 28 April. 

These will take one hour per year group from Y8 upwards. Materials have been coordinated nationally by Police 

Forces across the country.        Miss H Clarke, Assistant Head (Designated Safeguarding Lead) 



Years 7 & 8  

Centenary Hall 

19th December 4pm – 
6pm 

 

Date Event Year(s) 

Mon 2nd Parents Evening, 4pm-7pm Y8 

Wed 4th Options Deadline Y8+9 

Thu 5th World Book Day All 

Mon 9th Full Governors Meeting, 7pm Govs 

Tue 10th Chemistry Lecture, 4pm Y12-13 

Fri 13th Netball Weekend until Sunday Y7 

Fri 13th Iceland Trip departs Y9-10 

Wed 18th House Art/Photo comp. deadline All 

Thu 19th Parents Evening & Film Night (Y7/8) Y7 

Forthcoming Dates... 

Who to contact? 
Please remember to use the schooloffice@nghs.org.uk to contact school in the first instance. 

Routine Query?  Will be answered by our Reception team or your daughter’s form tutor 

Pastoral matter?  Form tutor or Head of Year (Ms Capaldi, Miss Tomkinson, Miss Clarke, Mrs Griffin) 

Wellbeing issue?  Mrs Danby (Y7-11) or Mrs Martin (Sixth Form) or Mrs Davenport (medical) 

SEND issue?   Mrs Benoit (our Special Needs & Disabilities Coordinator, SENDCO) 

Subject issue?  Class teacher in first instance or Head of Faculty (via schooloffice@nghs.org.uk) 

More serious issue? The Senior Leadership Team (Mr Scott, Rev. Walters, Miss Clarke, Miss Davies) 

    Safeguarding Team: Miss Clarke, Mr Scott, Mrs Davenport, Mrs Danby 

Very urgent issue?  Email urgent@nghs.org.uk (outside of school hours) in case of emergency 

SustaiNghs update 
 

SUSTAINGHS NEEDS  

YOUR HELP! 
 

Teracycle: Around school, there are boxes for your 

old stationery to be recycled, (e.g. pens, glue sticks, 

etc), it would be a big help if students could bring in 

any of these items they have to be recycled. 

 

Community links: An important step in attaining 

our silver Eco Schools award is develop our 

involvement within the wider community. One way in 

which we hope to do this is visiting primary schools 

to educate and spread awareness about sustainability. 

If any parents have links to local primary schools, it 

would be a great help to us if we could take 

advantages of these. Please contact Ms Gill at 

k.gill@nghs.org.uk. 
 

 

SUSTAINIBILITY TIP OF THE WEEK: remember to 

bring re-useable bags when you next go shopping.  

TERM DATES UP TO 2023 

Term dates for 2021-22 and 2022-23 are on our 

website (for Parents section). Unlike all local 

academies, we are keen to keep to the                

dates from Telford & Wrekin to fit in with primary 

schools. We also have scheduled the full 190 

statutory school days and 5 training days. 

mailto:k.gill@nghs.org.uk

